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FAME: n. the state or quality of being widely honoured 

and acclaimed; celebrity

(from the Latin fāma report; related to fārī to say)
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FAME

In February 1968, Andy Warhol opened his first international 

retrospective exhibition at the Moderna Museet gallery in Stockholm. 

The catalogue accompanying his show contained the now legendary 

phrase “In the future everybody will be world famous for fifteen 

minutes.” 

Warhol repeated the quote in 1979, claiming that “my prediction 

from the sixties finally came true”. With the subsequent rise of 

celebrity culture, reality television and social networking, Warhol’s 

quote today seems profoundly prophetic. 

Andrew W. Mellon Professor of Modern Art at Harvard University, 

Benjamin H.D. Buchloh, believes the core underpinning to Warhol’s 

aesthetic lay in “the systematic invalidation of the hierarchies of 

representational functions and techniques” of art, which corresponds 

directly to a belief that the “hierarchy of subjects worthy to be 

represented will someday be abolished,” meaning that “everybody” 

can be famous once that hierarchy dissipates and by logical extension 

therefore, “in the future, everybody will be famous,” not merely 

those people worthy of fame.

A more recent adaptation of Warhol’s quote, attributed to David 

Weinberger and most probably prompted by the rise of online social 

networking, is the claim that “In the future, everyone will be famous 

to fifteen people”. 

What then is it to be famous or ‘celebrated’? The historian and social 

theorist Daniel J. Boorstin defined celebrity in his book The Image: A 

Guide to Pseudo-events in America (1961) as “a person who is known 

for his well-knownness”. In this he argues that the graphic revolution 

in journalism and other forms of communication has separated fame 

from greatness, and that this separation has helped turn the idea of 

fame into one of mere notoriety, in other words, ‘a celebrity is 

someone who is famous for being famous’.

In October 2011, Decca Aitkenhead interviewed the British 

singer/songwriter Jarvis Cocker in the Guardian newspaper during a
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return trip he made to his childhood school in Sheffield at the launch 

of his new book, Mother, Brother, Lover. Aitkenhead wondered if, as a 

child, he had shared the longing for fame which seems so common to 

today’s teenagers. Cocker was born into a lower-middle-class family in 

1963; he was an archetypal arty misfit – insecure, short-sighted and “a 

little bit different”. He revealed to Aitkenhead that he thought 

becoming famous would be a solution to this, and he unsuccessfully 

pursued this dream throughout the 1980s with his band Pulp. However, 

things turned around and by 1995 Pulp were headlining Glastonbury 

and Cocker had become a superstar, at which point he realized he 

didn’t like being famous after all. After a few years of the usual 

clichés – groupies and cocaine, chat shows and excess his creative 

inspiration dried up, and in 2002 the band split.

Aitkenhead asked Cocker why he believed his own particular childhood 

longing for fame has now become the ambition of almost every 

teenager and if this means that all youngsters possibly feel as he did –

inadequate and insignificant? Cocker replied that, “I think basically 

becoming famous has taken the place of going to heaven in modern 

society, hasn’t it? That’s the place where your dreams will come true. 

It’s an act of faith now; they think that’s going to sort things out.” 

Robert Priseman 2014
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Robert Priseman’s Fame

In the future everyone will be famous for fifteen minutes. Andy 

Warhol’s throwaway prediction identified democracy as the 

ideological meme at the heart of celebrity culture. The future 

dominance of celebrity would depend on the existence of a 

supportive and compliant political economy. The word “everyone” 

provides the centre of gravity in Warhol’s aphorism. He understood 

that a celebrity culture in which “everyone” could theoretically 

participate was much more than the superficial invention of a 

decadent media. Celebrity, in all its abject cultural poverty, was the 

fully developed expression of the democratic experiment. 

In Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, the character, Malvolio, reading 

from a letter, proposes three categories of greatness: “In my stars I 

am above thee; but be not afraid of greatness: some are born great, 

some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon 'em.”  

The audience attending the first performance of the play in 1602 at 

Middle Temple would have got the joke immediately. “Greatness” 

was determined by a heroic action or a moral/religious character and 

the puritan, Malvolio, so lacking in self-awareness, was not even on a 

short list as a candidate for greatness. 

In the popular imagination, the “great” were exotic deviants who 

existed in a superior realm of being. Different ontological categories 

appeared to apply to them. Heroes were divinely ordained, the 

“greatness” of their actions and attitudes emanating not from 

themselves but from a divine power. The meaning of the hero was 

found, ultimately, outside him or herself. Conduits of the divine, 

these men and women harnessed the energies of the universe which 

would, in the words of Hector in The Illiad, make them “immortal, 

ageless all my days and reverenced like Athena and Apollo.”  

However, the emergence of new democracies led to the suspicion 

that the traditional presentation of the hero was a bourgeois 

corruption. An anti-democratic orthodoxy that relegated the majority 

in society to the role of passive spectators before a glamorous cabal 

of wing-heeled heroes was challenged. Hero worship was the opium 

of the people. Thus, over time, the feudal borders that separated the
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“great and the good” from the general public were systematically 

dismantled, and in their place, an intricate network of democratic 

highways, routes of inclusivity and cultural mobility, was mapped 

out.

Democracy promised the emancipation of the masses from servile 

obedience and the false consciousness of living under the sign of “the 

hero”. Our heroes would no longer stand above or apart from us like 

those from antiquity. Instead, they would become the work of our 

hands, synthetic luminaries, created in our image and likeness in 

order to embody our desires and aspirations. We, as the principal 

agents of their creation, would name this new breed: “celebrities”. 

The title would give an etymological nod to its Latin root, celebritas, 

with its connotations of both “fame” and “multitude”. 

Celebrities would not reveal God’s purposes to us, they would reveal 

our own. Their international role as the main exporters of secularism 

was assured. In his book Celebrity and Power, the Canadian media 

theorist, David Marshall, writes:

“The celebrity, in this sense, is not distant but attainable – touchable 

by the multitude. The greatness of the celebrity is something that 

can be shared and, in essence, celebrated loudly and with a touch of 

vulgar pride. It is the ideal representation of the triumph of the 

masses.”  

The democratic principle would ensure that nobody was 

disenfranchised due to a lack of talent, heroism or virtue. The 

artificially manufactured “celebrity” would usurp the role of the 

“hero”; or the terms, proving so semantically slippery, would come to 

be used interchangeably. Fame, based on achievement or character, 

would fuse with fame fabricated by agents and advertising agencies, 

skilled in the dark arts of market saturation. Now everyone who was 

willing to package and prostitute their identities could claim their 

place in the Hall of Fame. If the culturally indolent considered that 

too much of an effort, they could live their lives vicariously through 

their hand-picked celebrity avatars.

A new dispensation was established as the idea of celebrity took 

hold, one that Warhol championed and his many followers sucked up. 

10



“If you want to know all about Andy Warhol,” the artist told a 

journalist, “just look at the surface of my films and my paintings 

and me, and there I am. There’s nothing behind it.” Warhol 

contends that once the protecting veneers are peeled away, our 

true state is exposed and we are found to be soulless, 

metaphysically destitute. The new celebrity dispensation proves to 

be a seductive emptiness. 

Daniel Boorstin articulates this position in his influential study, The 

Image: A Guide to Pseudo-Events in America (1961):

“[Celebrities] chief claim to fame is their fame itself. They are 

notorious for their notoriety. If this is puzzling or fantastic, if this is 

mere tautology, it is no more puzzling or fantastic or tautologous 

than much of the rest of our experience. Our experience tends more 

and more to become tautology – needless repetition of the same in 

different words and images. Perhaps what ails us is not so much a 

vice as a “nothingness”.”

Surfaces and their visual layering are integral to Robert Priseman’s 

work, Fame (2013). This complex project began with the artist 

compiling a list of people who would be regarded as famous for 

some achievement or activity. Drawn from a wide social and cultural 

ambit, a representative pool of fifty men and fifty women was 

chosen. Figures such as Mark Rothko, Sylvia Plath and Robert Enke 

made it on to the list. Beneath the surface connection of their 

common celebrity status lay a darker, existential bond: they had all 

committed suicide. 

In tandem with his list of celebrities, Priseman purchased a hundred 

traditional religious icons from the less-than-traditional auction site, 

eBay. Flat wooden panels of varying sizes, painted or, more 

accurately “written” with images of Jesus, Mary, angels and the 

Cross began to arrive in the post. They wore the patina of their own 

devotional history. These were not blank canvases but images 

already possessing an aesthetic truth, and porous to the glosses of 

prayer and faith. Describing the purpose of an icon, St Basil the 

Great said “The honour shown the image passes over to the 

archetype.” Priseman would use his eBay purchases as sacred ready-

mades.
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Each icon was carefully primed by gently sanding the picture plane. 

The famous men and women were arranged alphabetically to avoid 

any hierarchy or preferential treatment. Then, from a photographic 

image, Priseman systematically began to paint the portrait of a 

subject onto each icon, thus introducing a new visual layer. In the 

process, the religious iconography was vandalised and colonised by 

these celebrity miniatures. The remaining fragments of the original 

icon, partially visible beneath the freshly painted surface, created a 

spectral nimbus around these modern idols, an absence framing a 

presence. The clarity of the religious vision, though defaced and 

difficult to decipher, continued to form a resilient backdrop against 

which the anxieties and concerns of our secular age might be 

interpreted. 

Priseman’s surfaces are not superficial or static. Stripped of the 

default idiom of irony, they speak with an unvarnished directness and 

intellectual honesty. His visual surfaces combine to form a particular 

lens with which the viewer can explore, among other things, the 

relationships between fame and celebrity, identity and mortality, the 

religious and the secular, the ephemeral and the eternal. It would be 

impossible to describe these surfaces as skin deep with a Warholian 

nothingness behind them. Priseman’s icons are alive with multiple 

meanings, reciprocities and intellectual associations. They are 

ecstatic sounding boards, articulating truths and raising questions 

about the culture the human person is inhabited by and inhabits. 

“Fame,” wrote Milton about a drowned friend in the poem, Lycidas, 

“is the spur the clear spirit doth raise…Fame is no plant that grows on 

mortal soil.” For the poet, fame and greatness of achievement or 

character were intimately related. By their heroic actions or virtue, 

the famous achieved a kind of transcendence that placed them 

outside the limits of time. These men and women joined the ranks of 

the immortals in the collective consciousness of society. 

This process of “canonisation” was achieved by the stories of their 

heroism and moral nobility being told and tested before socially 

diverse audiences. Over a long period of time, some of these stories 

became lodged in the imaginative store of humanity. History’s job 

was to sift the lives of candidates for the gold of greatness. Fame was 

not conferred by a panel of judges. It was time that anointed the
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the chosen few with the oil of fame. “Thus great men, like 

famous men,” writes Daniel Boorstin, “came into a nation’s 

consciousness only slowly. The processes by which their fame was 

made were as mysterious as those by which God ruled the 

generations.” With industrialisation and, what Boorstin terms, 

“the Graphic Revolution”, these principles and processes were 

eroded. Men and women could become famous overnight. The 

power to ordain lay in the hands of media publicists and 

commercial sponsors. They would decide who to promote as the 

latest “stars” of an increasingly crowded commercial firmament. 

Celebrities were manufactured commodities designed to be easily 

consumed by a hungry public. Every detail of their public identity 

was prescribed, from the way they dressed to the things they 

could say. Assisted by advisors, the celebrity selected the 

component parts of their pseudo-identity with respect to their 

particular audience. Aided by high production values, a facile 

repertoire of narcissistic tropes and mimetic tics could prove 

lucrative. The pinnacle of success was achieved when the 

celebrity morphed into a brand and began to shift eau de 

toilette.

The celebrity became familiar to the public through their photos, 

interviews, product endorsements and media profile. Familiarity 

bred public devotion and, in turn, made individuals famous even 

if only for fifteen minutes. As a commercial mechanism, celebrity 

had a simple and effective internal logic. Suddenly, it was not 

the quality of character that mattered, it was the quality of the 

image because this was what could be sold and purchased. 

Artifice rather than authenticity became the new order. The 

achievements of individuals became indistinguishable from their 

market potential. “I am my own industry,” Elizabeth Taylor 

declared, “I am my own commodity.” A complex celebrity eco 

system emerged where scouts, managers, agents and publicists, 

together with the media and the “star” fed off each other in 

order to secure effective management and growth. In this way, 

celebrity, that most adaptable of cultural forms, spread like 

fungal matter. 

It is significant that Priseman has called his new work, Fame. The 

word no longer has a univocal sense, but is used as an 
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accumulation of shifting meanings that present themselves to us in 

various states of historical or moral decay. Greatness-Heroism-

Fame-Celebrity all share a familial resemblance, that of a family in 

cultural distress. Priseman’s icons image this for us. In colour, they 

lay bare the spectrum of different meanings. Priseman introduces 

his work to the viewer by means of an upmarket parlour game. Let’s 

call it Celebrity Squares or Name the Dead Celebrity. Priseman asks 

“Of the hundred portraits of the famous in front of you, how many 

can you actually name?” At one level, it’s an invitation to some 

interactive gallery fun, a celebrity Sudoku to fire the mental 

synapses. But, it also has a more serious purpose: the 

transformation of the viewer into a participant. 

It is impossible to critique celebrity culture at one remove, from 

the outside or from a position of ironic distance. A precondition for 

understanding celebrity in all its bizarre and toxic forms is that you 

participate in it – you have to experience the fleeting pleasures, 

sensuous glitter and finite consolations it offers to those who find 

themselves alone in an absurd universe that has no care for them 

and, for whom, the celebrity answers their need for redemption. 

In Priseman’s celebrity identity parade, some images are 

immediately recognisable: Marilyn Monroe, Kurt Cobain, Judy 

Garland. But as your eye trips from one icon to the next, the 

matching of names to celebrity image becomes more difficult and 

frustrating. We know these people are famous, but we are defeated 

by the task of providing the most basic information about them: 

their names. Apart from the few A-list celebrities, the majority of 

portraits cannot be identified. They have become the unnameable. 

Recognition depends, in large part, on the age of the viewer and 

how au fait he is with trends in popular culture. The greater the 

temporal and cultural distance between the viewer and the famous 

subject, the less likely he will be able to name them. 

Priseman’s Fame game suggests that the majority of celebrities are 

undone by the passage of time. The ageing process does not serve 

them well. It robs them of the semiotic freight that anchored their 

celebrity status. With that gone, they are cut free, adrift, and have 

no option but to return to their pre-celebrity state, that of being 

anonymous. From hero to zero. From someone to no one. 
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The traditional hero matured with age. The repeated telling of their 

mighty deeds and strength of character enhanced rather than 

diminished their significance. There was no urgency to tell the 

hero’s story, no publisher’s deadline to meet, but the story was told 

because it had an inherent value that needed to be protected and 

handed on. The story evolved organically, insinuating itself into the 

cultural vernacular of a people. 

Only after a long gestation period in the womb of Tradition did the 

famous emerge as giants of humanity, super heroes, upon whose 

shoulders the rest of us might dream of standing. With few if any 

reliable visual representations of these heroes, their image was an 

imaginary construct and, therefore, secondary to their greatness. 

They were identified, not by their image, but by an examination of 

their earthly lives. In turn this account was read from an 

eschatological perspective of their final, heavenly destination. 

Their greatness on earth was a foretaste of the glory with which 

they would be rewarded by the gods or God. They would ride on 

chariots of fire. 

In contrast, Daniel Boorstin observes:

“The celebrity, on the contrary, is always a contemporary. The hero 

is made by folklore, sacred texts, and history books, but the 

celebrity is the creature of gossip, of public opinion, of magazines, 

newspapers, and the ephemeral images of movie and television 

screen. The passage of time, which creates and establishes the 

hero, destroys the celebrity. One is made, the other unmade, by 

repetition. The celebrity is born in the daily papers and never loses 

the mark of his fleeting origin.”

The celebrity must constantly reproduce himself in order to satisfy 

the consumption needs of their audience. One of the most effective 

tools for achieving this is the photograph, itself a light sensitive 

surface that captures an idiosyncratic representation of an 

individual and can replicate it on an industrial scale. 

Priseman worked from photographs - the grainy snaps, publicity 

stills and paparazzi shots of the famous. His job was to lift surgically 

the image from the photograph and graft it onto the icon. In doing 

so, he is articulating the truth that the celebrity image is unstable, 
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moving from one surface to another, from one reality to another. It is 

controlled by a nomadic desire that drives it towards new, fertile 

territories where it can flourish and multiply.

Priseman’s access to his chosen celebrities was through an image that 

existed somewhere on the frontier between reality and fantasy. As 

Stewart Ewan explains in All-Consuming Images: The Politics of Style 

in Contemporary Culture (1988): “As Oliver Wendell Holmes had 

observed, the power of the disembodied image is that it can free 

itself from encumbrances posed by material reality and still lay claim 

to that reality. At the same time that the image appeals to 

transcendent desires, it locates those desires within a visual grammar 

which is palpable, which looks real, which invites identification by 

the spectator, and which people tend to trust. According to John 

Everard, one of the pioneers of commercial photography, it is this 

trust that makes photography so forceful as an advertising medium.”

We trust Priseman’s celebrity images as true representations because 

of their photographic provenance. And because they are painted 

portraits, we want to believe that they are more than a mere 

physical “likeness” of the subject.  Fine art purports to be capable of 

revealing some, previously hidden, interior truth about a person. But, 

Priseman asks “How trustworthy are these representations? In 

celebrity culture, are we not all susceptible to manipulation?” In her 

work, On Photography, Susan Sontag, describes the dilemma:

“In the past, a discontent with reality expressed itself as a longing for 

another world. In modern society, a discontent with reality expresses 

itself forcefully and most hauntingly by the longing to reproduce this

one. As if only by looking at reality in the form of an object – through 

the fix of the photograph – it is really real, that is, surreal.” 

Primitive religions were convinced that the photograph had the 

power to steal the soul of a person and hold it, forever, in the 

rectangle of the photo frame. The photograph was a shallow, paper-

thin grave. In 1837, the Leipzig City Advertiser would condemn the 

taking of photos of the human form as an act of sacrilege: “The very 

desire to do so is blasphemy. Man is created in the image of God and 

God’s image cannot be captured by any human machine.” Drawing on 

these ideas, Priseman’s work suggests that every pap shot, every 

selfie, distorts the way we view ourselves and how we are viewed by
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others. As prisoners to the illusory image, we have become fixated 

with the reprographic presentation of our best side. For 

celebrities, whose identity is so bound up with the visual image, 

living the dualism of the public persona and the private self, robs 

them of the possibility of any authentic integrity. The celebrity 

survives as a fictionalised version of himself – a kind of living 

death.

In Camera Lucida (1980), Roland Barthes famously described 

photography as the place where death migrated to when religion 

lost faith in it: “For Death must be somewhere in a society; if it is 

no longer (or less intensely) in religion, it must be elsewhere; 

perhaps in this image which produces Death while trying to 

preserve life. Contemporary with the withdrawal of rites, 

Photography may correspond to the intrusion, in our modern 

society, of an asymbolic Death, outside of religion, outside of 

ritual, a kind of abrupt dive into literal death.” 

Is it possible, Priseman’s work speculates, to imagine an 

“asymbolic death, outside of religion, outside of ritual”? Or does 

the religious or ritual sense, even in its most deteriorated form, 

still retain the power to authenticate our experience of death and 

render its symbolic meaning to us in a comprehensible fashion? The 

addictive, self-destructive behaviour of many celebrities is well 

documented. The celebrity world is littered with casualties and 

fatalities. We are familiar with the litany of dead celebrities. “I 

wonder if Edie will commit suicide?” Warhol casually enquired 

about his “superstar” muse, Edie Sedgwick, “I hope she lets me 

know so I can film it.” Not an atom of a celebrity’s life or death 

exists in the private sphere. The celebrity functions as a public 

object, an operatic spectacle, and the desire for privacy, even in 

death, is anathema. Celebrities learn to appease their public by 

spending themselves and, if their commitment to their celebrity 

persona climaxes in a car crash finale, then their memory is more 

assured. The dissemination on an industrial scale of the final image

will help to ensure that the celebrity’s memory sticks. 

Priseman’s visual engagement with his famous suicides is neither 

sensational nor voyeuristic. There is no attempt to patronise his 

subjects by aestheticising their personal tragedies. Instead, he
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handles each image as a human relic of irrefutable pathos. For him, 

questions of cause and effect are the concern of social 

commentators, not of the artist. Nor is his work a study of despair, a 

psychological autopsy of the suicide’s state of mind. Instead, 

Priseman’s gaze focuses elsewhere, on the philosophical chiaroscuro

that surrounds the idea of suicide. 

In contemporary literature, the philosophical rationale for “logical 

suicide” is forcefully argued by the character, Meursault, the anti-

hero of Albert Camus’s The Outsider. Waiting for the death sentence, 

the incarcerated Meursault is visited by a prison chaplain who tries to 

persuade him that his imminent death can be understood against the 

horizon of an eternal hope. Meursault rounds on the priest with his 

personal credo:

“I am bound to express my unbelief...No higher idea that there is no 

God exists for me...All man did was to invent God so as to live 

without killing himself. That’s the essence of universal history till 

now. I am the only man in universal history who for the first time 

refused to invent God.”

The Kantian notion of the “primacy of the will” is the philosophical 

DNA running through Mersault’s profession of unbelief. When the 

order of faith cannot be spoken of because it cannot be verified by 

the senses, then the relationship with the supernatural order is 

severed. There is nothing beyond man, or higher than him. He must 

make of himself, a god, and assert his self-sufficiency. After Kant, 

Man is trapped within the epistemological aspic of his own subjective 

thought processes. With only the Neanderthal implement of “the 

will” to hand, he must scratch some moral meaning from a morally 

indifferent universe. Ethos supersedes Logos in the Kantian view. 

Suicide, as Wittgenstein pointed out in an entry in his Notebooks 

1914-16, is the supreme assertion of the human will and the acute 

point in the construction of any ethical system:

“If suicide is allowed then everything is allowed. If anything is not 

allowed then suicide is not allowed. This throws a light on the nature 

of ethics, for suicide is, so to speak, the elementary sin. And when 

one investigates it is like investigating mercury vapour in order to 

comprehend the nature of vapours. Or is even suicide in itself neither 

good nor evil.” 
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Thus, the existential project man faces, consists in channelling the 

psychological, physical and political forces available to us in order 

that we might bring to birth our utopian dreams. This total 

dependence on the human will, involves the shrinking of eternal 

vistas to quotidian, temporal concerns. Truth does not exist in itself, 

as an independent value, but is reduced to the thin gruel of a 

conviction based on subjective experience, feeling and a 

fundamentalist belief in progress. When faced with death, our 

response is not to understand it, but to deny its significance and to 

drain it of meaning. 

Priseman’s work resonates with these philosophical attitudes, the 

aftershocks of that seismic shift from a world in which a supernatural 

order was embedded in the cultural narrative to one where it has 

become largely extinct and self-will is the basis of new secular 

hegemony. Fame in its present celebrity manifestation is the epitome 

of this. Using dense, layered images, Priseman’s icons picture, what 

the philosopher, Charles Taylor, calls “a disenchanted universe”.

However, conceptual and exegetical concerns are not the focus of 

Priseman’s work. Nor is he aiming to present a polished critique of 

rival philosophical schools of thought. The Fame icons are not 

illustrations of sophisticated ideas raised to the level of a fine art 

Powerpoint presentation. Beauty as an expression of truth is the main 

concern of these hundred icons. With the artist’s eye, Priseman tests 

beauty’s ability to hold in tension multiple narratives and those 

contradictory positions that stand on the cusp of meaning or 

annihilation. Fame poses the perilous question that all serious art 

poses: can beauty be a source of truth? 

The Fame icons are objects of beauty. Their attractiveness derives 

not from ornamentation or accomplished technical execution, but 

from the quality of artistic feeling that imbues them. Created in the 

crucible of deep feeling and serious thought, the Fame icons achieve 

that rarest of things, a symbolic unity. The visual syntax, Priseman 

commands, gives fluency to the work. Mastering an aesthetic 

grammar founded on nuance, subtlety and shade allows Priseman to 

communicate the work’s essential form without any trace of artistic 

paternalism. Priseman’s purpose is not to lecture us, but to enchant 

us. His images, so spiritually vivid and dyspeptically sad, bring us to 

our knees in contemplation of the Truth. Pulchritudo est splendor
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veritatis. Beauty is the splendour of truth, as the ancient scholastic 

maxim would have it.

In the first place, Priseman’s work is committed to truth. He 

possesses an unflinching gaze, one trained on the essential, interior 

truth at the heart of things, the truth that needs to be made visible if 

we are to be freed from the tyranny of disgust. Such a profoundly 

unfashionable perspective gives his paintings real vitality and 

intellectual grip. “Truth does not mean lifeless accuracy of 

comprehension,” writes Romano Guardini in The Spirit of the Liturgy, 

“but the right and appropriate regulation of life, a vital spiritual 

essence; it means the intrinsic value of existence in all its force and 

fullness. And beauty is the triumphant splendour which breaks forth 

when the hidden truth is revealed, when the external phenomenon is 

at all points the perfect expression of the inner essence.”

The creation of a distinctive aesthetic, a trademark style, has little 

appeal to Priseman. For him, that would be to create a mannered art 

form, and mannerism has no content, no truth beyond the surface. It 

is not an elegant or civil engagement with reality that he desires, 

what he is spoiling for is a bare knuckled encounter with reality, that 

is, one where the content and truth of reality are expressed without 

dishonest effects or the intrusion of personal vanity. Priseman’s 

images puncture surface appearances. He plumbs unchartered depths 

in order to bring to light the truth in all its phosphorescent 

brightness. Working amid the murky, disorientating gloom of the 

human predicament is not for the faint-hearted. The Fame icons are 

a significant addition to his growing body of work and further 

evidence of the courage of this artist. 

Warhol’s prediction has turned sceptic. Thanks to social media, the 

latest vehicle of democratisation, everyone and no one can be 

famous, and the fifteen minutes goes on and on. However, Priseman 

predicts an alternative future, one where our infantile expectations 

are abandoned, surface treatments are exposed as commercial 

illusions and we have an opportunity to live in truth and beauty. 

Martin Boland 2013
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Gwili Andre

4 February 1908 – 5 February 1959

Born in Copenhagen, the Danish actress Gwili Andre moved to 

Hollywood in the early 1930s in the hope of becoming a film star. She 

made her first screen appearances in the 1932 RKO films Roar of the 

Dragon and Secrets of the French Police which led to her gaining 

many more acting roles.

Andre became famous following widespread publicity campaigns, yet 

her part in No Other Woman (1933) was not a great success and over 

the course of the next few years she was gradually consigned to 

supporting parts which included an appearance in the Joan Crawford 

picture A Woman’s Face (1941).

Her final screen appearance was a minor part in The Falcon’s Brother

(1942) which she performed at the age of 34. Following this she spent 

the rest of her life trying to make a comeback. Yet the endless 

rejections led to depression and alcohol abuse. Then, the day after 

her 52nd birthday she decided to gather all her publicity photos and 

magazine articles together and set fire to them in her apartment, 

making a pyre for herself in the process. Gwili Andre subsequently 

died from her burns.

Gwili Andre died aged 52.
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Diane Arbus 

14 March 1923 – 26 July 1971 

The daughter of David and Gertrude Russek Nemerov, a wealthy 

Jewish couple who owned Russek’s Fifth Avenue department store in 

New York City, Diane Arbus was an American photographer who found 

fame with her black-and-white photographs of “deviant and marginal 

people”.

At the age of eighteen she married her childhood sweetheart Allan 

Arbus and in 1946 they established a commercial photography 

business called “Diane & Allan Arbus”, with Diane acting as art 

director and Allan as photographer. In 1956, Diane left the business 

and began taking photographs on assignment for magazines such as 

Esquire, Harper’s Bazaar, and The Sunday Times Magazine. 

In 1963, she was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship to undertake the 

project “American rites, manners, and customs”. Diane and Allan had 

separated in 1958 and finally divorced in 1969. Arbus took her own 

life in 1971 when she swallowed barbiturates and slashed her wrists 

with a razor. The year following her death she became the first 

American photographer to have her work displayed at the Venice 

Biennale and in 2006 the movie Fur, starring Nicole Kidman as Arbus, 

presented a fictional version of her life story. 

Diane Arbus died aged 49.
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May Ayim

3 May 1960 – 9 August 1996 

An Afro-German poet and activist, May Ayim was born in Hamburg. 

Adopted as a child by the Opitz family, her surrogate parents thought 

her behaviour was deviant and they allegedly used violence in an 

attempt to control it. This experience and her black heritage formed 

the foundation for her poetry. 

Ayim initially trained as a speech therapist and went on to co-found 

the Initiative of Black People in Germany following a visit to Ghana, 

where she met her genetic family. Her poetic voice drew from the 

African oral tradition. With this she developed an emotional 

connection to other black poets and confronted her adopted majority 

white German society with what she felt where its own prejudices.

While preparing for Black History Month in 1996, Ayim suffered a 

mental and physical breakdown and was admitted to the psychiatric 

ward of the Auguste Viktoria Hospital in Berlin where she was 

diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis. In April, her medication for 

psychosis and neuroleptica ended and she was discharged. Ayim was 

readmitted again in June following a suicide attempt and was 

discharged in July. The following month she killed herself by jumping 

from the thirteenth floor of a Berlin building.

May Ayim died aged 36.
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Albert Ayler

13 July 1936 – 25 November 1970

Born in Cleveland, Ohio, the American jazz saxophonist, Albert Ayler 

was considered among the most primal of the free jazz musicians 

performing in the 1960s. The music critic John Litweiler wrote of him 

that “never before or since has there been such naked aggression in 

jazz.”

Ayler possessed a deep musical tone which he achieved by using stiff 

plastic Fibrecane no. 4 reeds on his tenor saxophone. After spending 

time in Sweden where he began his recording career, he moved to 

New York and assembled a trio which included double bassist Gary 

Peacock and drummer Sunny Murray. With this new group he 

recorded the breakthrough album Spiritual Unity, for ESP-Disk 

Records, which advanced the earlier improvisational ideas of John 

Coltrane and Ornette Coleman into new abstract realms. 

Later, Ayler became depressed and developed feelings of guilt 

around problems his brother was having. On several occasions he 

threatened to kill himself and on 25 November 1970, he took the 

Statue of Liberty ferry and jumped overboard as it neared Liberty 

Island. His body was later found floating in the East River, at the foot 

of Congress Street Pier, in Brooklyn. 

Albert Ayler died aged 34.
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Alexander Bashlachev

27 May 1960 – 17 February 1988

Alexander Bashlachev was a Russian poet, musician, and singer-

songwriter. After graduating from Ural State University he worked for 

a year as a journalist for the newspaper The Communist. 

In May 1984, Bashlachev went to the Leningrad Rock Festival and 

subsequently decided to buy himself an acoustic guitar to write and 

play his own songs. During the 1980s in Russia, rock music came under 

strict censorship laws and to get around this musicians played for 

small audiences at their homes in gatherings which were known as 

“kvartirniks”. In September 1984, Bashlachev played some of his new 

songs at a kvartirnik held in his friend Leonid Parfyonov’s Leningrad 

apartment. The following month, the music journalist Artem Troitsky 

approached Bashlachev and invited him to Moscow to write and 

compose music. In March 1985, Bashlachev performed at the 

Leningrad Rock Festival and a recording of this concert was released 

under the title Kochegarka. 

Shortly before his death, Bashlachev had difficulties with writer’s 

block and began feeling isolated. He developed depression and 

turned to alcohol. On 17 February 1988, he died after falling from 

ninth floor window of his apartment on Kuznetsova Avenue in 

Leningrad. 

Alexander Bashlachev died aged 27.
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Jean-Michel Basquiat 

22 December 1960 – 12 August 1988 

An American graffiti artist, Basquiat was born and worked in New 

York City. In the late 1970s he worked under the pseudonym SAMO 

before becoming a Neo-expressionist painter during the 1980s. In late 

1981 he joined the Annina Nosei gallery in SoHo and by the following 

year was regularly showing alongside other Neo-expressionist artists 

who included Julian Schnabel, David Salle and Enzo Cucchi. 

Ever popular, Basquiat briefly dated the then-aspiring performer, 

Madonna, and in late 1982 he also worked with David Bowie. On 10 

February 1986, he appeared on the cover of The New York Times 

Magazine in a feature entitled “New Art, New Money: The Marketing 

of an American Artist”. Yet a growing addiction to heroin at this time 

began to interfere with his personal relationships and when his 

mentor Andy Warhol died on 22 February 1987, he became socially 

isolated. 

His drug addiction and depression grew more severe and he died on 

12 August 1988, of a heroin overdose at his studio in Great Jones 

Street in New York City. The first retrospective of Basquiat’s work 

was held at the Whitney Museum of American Art in 1992. 

Jean-Michel Basquiat died aged 27.
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Mary Kay Bergman

5 June 1961 – 11 November 1999

Mary Kay Bergman was an American voice actress who was best 

known for acting most of the female characters in the TV series South 

Park. A self-described “geek” she was an avid fan of science-fiction, 

horror and fantasy, and was a convert to Catholicism.

Her other voice credits included over 400 television commercials, 

including being Mrs. Butterworth in the Mrs. Butterworth’s syrup 

commercials as well as working on various Disney films which 

included Beauty and the Beast, The Hunchback of Notre Dame, 

Hercules, Mulan and Toy Story 2.

Bergman suffered from both bipolar disorder and generalized anxiety 

disorder, conditions which she hid from her family, friends and co-

stars. She was last heard alive at around 9pm on the 11 November 

1999, when she spoke to a friend on the phone. An hour and twenty 

minutes later, her husband and a friend returned home to find her 

slumped in their West Los Angeles apartment, with a suicide note and 

a Mossberg 12 gauge shotgun. She had placed the barrel against her 

forehead just above her nose, the top of her head having been blown 

off.

Mary Kay Bergman died aged 38.
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Clara Bloodgood

23 August 1870 – 5 December 1907

An American socialite who became a successful Broadway actress, 

Clara Bloodgood made her stage debut in January 1898, at the Empire 

Theatre in New York when she played a minor role in The 

Conquerors. This was followed by performances in the plays 

Catherine (1898), Phroso (1898) and Miss Hobbs (1899). 

Bloodgood received such good reviews in her role as Miss Godesby in 

The Climbers (1901) that the playwright Clyde Fitch wrote the part of 

Jinny Austin in The Girl with the Green Eyes (1902) specifically for 

her.

In 1907 Bloodgood appeared in another Fitch play titled The Truth. 

This opened to poor reviews in New York but was well received when 

it went on tour. On the night of 5 December 1907, just before a 

performance of The Truth, in Baltimore, Bloodgood undressed in her 

hotel room and shot herself in the mouth. A copy of the book How to 

Shoot Straight and a .38 calibre revolver were found with her. 

Anxiety over her faltering career and losses she had suffered in a 

failed business venture of her husband’s may have played a part in 

her final decision.

Clara Bloodgood died aged 37.
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Isabella Blow

19 November 1958 – 7 May 2007

The British fashion Editor Isabella Blow was born into an aristocratic 

family and grew up in Cheshire with her parents, two sisters and 

brother, John, who drowned in the family swimming pool. In 1979 she 

moved to New York to study ancient Chinese art at Columbia 

University where she became friends with many influential artists, 

including Andy Warhol, Jean-Michael Basquiat and Roy Lichenstein. 

Following her time in New York, Blow moved to London and in 1986 

began working at Tatler magazine. Whilst there she spotted and 

nurtured many young fashion designers, most famously attending the 

graduate show of Alexander McQueen. Blow bought his entire student 

collection for £5,000 and began to support him. McQueen eventually 

became famous and his label was bought by the Gucci Group. Yet 

Blow expressed bitterness at this, saying that she felt side-lined by 

McQueen, having no employment within his brand despite all her 

efforts to make him a success. 

Leading up to her death Blow had attempted suicide numerous times, 

once shattering both her ankles after jumping off the Hammersmith 

flyover. She eventually died in hospital after drinking the weed killer 

Paraquat. 

Isabella Blow died aged 48.
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Karin Boye

26 October 1900 – 24 April 1941

Born in Göteborg, the poet and novelist Karin Boye moved with her 

family to Stockholm in 1909. Together with Erik Mesterton and Josef 

Riwkin she founded the poetry magazine Spektrum.

Boye is perhaps most famous for her poems Yes, of course it hurts 

and In motion from her collections The Hearths, (1927) and For the 

sake of the tree (1935). She also wrote the novel Crisis which 

portrays both a religious breakdown and her lesbianism. Between 

1929 and 1932 she had been married to Leif Björck and in 1932, while 

on a trip to Berlin she met Margot Hanel who became her life 

partner. Outside Sweden, her best-known work is the novel Kallocain

which was filmed in Sweden in 1981 and became the main influence 

for the movie Equilibrium.

Boye died of an apparent suicide when she swallowed sleeping pills 

after leaving home on 23 April 1941. She was found, according to a 

police report at the Regional Archives in Gothenburg, on 27 April, 

curled up by a boulder on a hill just north of Alingsås, near 

Bolltorpsvägen, by a farmer who was going for a walk.

Karin Boye died aged 40.
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Jonathan Brandis

13 April 1976 – 12 November 2003

An American actor and child model, Jonathan Brandis landed a part in 

the TV series One Life to Live when he was just six years old. By the 

age of nine he had moved with his family to Los Angeles and made 

regular appearances on shows such as L.A. Law, Who’s the Boss?, 

Murder, She Wrote, The Wonder Years, Full House and Kate & Allie. 

At the age of fourteen, Brandis received his first starring role in the 

film The NeverEnding Story II: The Next Chapter (1990). That same 

year, he played the part of “Stuttering Bill” Denbrough, in Stephen 

King’s film It and at the age of seventeen gained the role of scientific 

prodigy Lucas Wolenczak in Steven Spielberg’s science fiction series 

seaQuest DSV. 

Following seaQuest DSV Brandis’s career declined and he began 

drinking heavily. His depression deepened after his appearance in the 

film Hart’s War, a role he hoped would be his comeback, was cut. He 

then mentioned to a friend that he might commit suicide. Brandis 

was found hanging by a nylon rope, in the second floor hallway of his 

apartment building.

Jonathan Brandis died aged 27.
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Cheyenne Brando

20 February 1970 – 16 April 1995

Cheyenne Brando was the daughter of actor Marlon Brando by his 

third wife Tarita Teriipia. Raised by her mother on the island of 

Tahiti, her parents divorced in 1972 and in 1989, Cheyenne was 

injured in a car accident when she crashed her boyfriend’s jeep 

following her father’s refusal to see her while he was filming. The 

facial injuries she received brought an end to her modeling career.

In 1990, Cheyenne’s boyfriend and the father to her unborn child, 

Dag Drollet, was shot dead by her half-brother Christian at Marlon 

Brando’s Los Angeles home following an allegation Cheyenne had 

made that Drollet had been abusive. At this time her mental state 

was considered fragile and her father sent her to hospital in Tahiti to 

recover.

After arriving in Tahiti, Cheyenne gave birth to her child by Dag, a 

son she named Tuki. Shortly after this she tried to take her own life 

by overdosing on sleeping pills and was then formally diagnosed with 

schizophrenia. She became isolated from her friends and lost custody 

of Tuki to her mother. Cheyenne committed suicide at her mother’s 

house by hanging herself.

Cheyenne Brando died aged 25.
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Mike Brant

1 February 1947 – 25 April 1975

Israeli pop star Mike Brant was born Moshe Brand to Polish parents in 

a refugee camp at Famagusta on the island of Cyprus. His mother was 

a survivor of Auschwitz Concentration Camp and Brant himself did not 

start speaking until he was six years old.

Although he only spoke in Hebrew, Brant achieved fame after moving 

to France where he sang songs in English and French and changed his 

name to Mike, something which he felt sounded more international. 

His most successful song was Laisse-moi t'aimer with many other hits 

including Qui saura, L’Amour C’est Ca, L’Amour C’est Toi, C’est Ma 

Priere, Un grand bonheur and Parce que je t'aime plus que moi. His 

first album sold millions of copies and was titled Disque d'Or.

By 1973, Brant was performing around 250 concerts a year which 

were attended by as many as 10,000 fans at a time. Yet despite being 

at the height of his career, Brant suffered from feelings of depression 

and loneliness and committed suicide by leaping to his death from 

the window of a Paris apartment at 6 Rue Erlanger.

Mike Brant died aged 28.
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Capucine

6 January 1928 – 17 March 1990

The French actress Capucine was born Germaine Hélène Irène 

Lefebvre in the small town of Saint-Raphaël. Initially she began work 

as a fashion model for major houses such as Coco, Chanel, Givenchy 

and Christian Dior. 

She adopted the name, “Capucine” (French for nasturtium) and was 

married while in her early twenties. However, the marriage only 

lasted for six months. In 1957 she was discovered by the film director 

Charles K. Feldman while modelling for Givenchy in Paris and was 

taken to Hollywood to study acting. Placed under contract to 

Columbia studios in 1958, she landed her first lead role in the film 

Song Without End (1960). Six further movies followed in the early 

1960s, two of which The Lion (1962) and The 7th Dawn (1964) starred 

William Holden, who she had a two-year affair with. Capucine 

perhaps became best known for her comedy roles in the movies The 

Pink Panther (1963) and What’s New Pussycat? (1965). 

On 17 March 1990, having reportedly suffered from illness and 

depression for some time, Capucine jumped from her eighth-floor 

apartment in Lausanne, Switzerland, where she had lived for 28 

years.

Capucine died aged 62.
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Dora Carrington

29 March 1893 – 11 March 1932

Dora Carrington was a British artist who was not well known during 

her lifetime, a reality perhaps exacerbated by the fact that she 

rarely exhibited and often failed to sign her own work. Closely 

associated with the Bloomsbury Group, she became friends with 

Virginia Woolf who wrote of her that “She is odd from her mixture of 

impulse & self- consciousness.”

Carrington was known to be troubled by her sexuality and had at 

least two lesbian affairs, one with Henrietta Bingham and the other 

with Lady Ottoline Morrell as well as having a long-term relationship 

with the gay writer Lytton Strachey, whom she first met in 1916.

In January 1932 Strachey died of cancer. Distraught, Carrington could 

see no purpose to life without him and committed suicide two months 

later by shooting herself with a gun she had borrowed from her 

friend, Bryan Guinness. In 1978, the Director of the Tate Gallery, Sir 

John Rothenstein, said of Dora Carrington that she was “the most 

neglected serious painter of her time.” In 1995, her work formed the 

subject of a major retrospective at the Barbican Art Gallery in 

London.

Dora Carrington died aged 39.
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Kevin Carter

13 September 1960 – 27 July 1994

Kevin Carter was a South African photojournalist. In March 1993, 

whilst on a trip to Sudan, he photographed a starving child who was 

trying to reach a feeding center. A vulture landed nearby and became 

part of the composition. Carter sold the image to the New York 

Times, and in 1994 it won the Pulitzer Prize for Feature Photography. 

Hundreds of people contacted the newspaper to ask the fate of the 

girl, only to be told it was unknown whether she had managed to 

reach the feeding center or not. 

Carter came under heavy criticism for failing to help the girl with the 

St. Petersburg Times writing of him: “The man adjusting his lens to 

take just the right frame of her suffering, might just as well be a 

predator, another vulture on the scene.” 

On 27 July 1994 Carter drove to the Braamfontein Spruit River, an 

area where he used to play as a child, and took his own life by taping 

one end of a hose to his pickup truck’s exhaust pipe and running the 

other end to the passenger-side window. He died of carbon monoxide 

poisoning. 

Kevin Carter died aged 33.
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Christine Chubbuck

24 August 1944 – 15 July 1974

American television news reporter Christine Chubbuck worked for 

WXLT-TV where she had her own community affairs talk show, 

Suncoast Digest.

As her 30th birthday approached she spoke with her family about 

struggles she had experienced with depression and told her co-

workers that she was still a virgin. Three weeks before her death, she 

visited the local sheriff’s department to do a report on suicide. There 

she discussed various methods one could use to kill oneself and 

during the interview, an officer told her the most efficient way was 

to use a .38 calibre revolver and to shoot oneself in the back of the 

head rather than in the temple.

On the morning of 15 July 1974, Chubbuck confused her co-workers 

by claiming she had to read a newscast to open her program, 

something she had never done before. As she sat at the news 

anchor’s desk, she drew a revolver and said on-camera, “In keeping 

with Channel 40’s policy of bringing you the latest in blood and guts, 

and in living color, you are going to see another first—attempted 

suicide.” She then shot herself behind her right ear.

Christine Chubbuck died aged 29.
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Kurt Cobain 

20 February 1967 – 5 April 1994 

Kurt Cobain found fame as the singer and songwriter of the band 

Nirvana. Nirvana’s breakthrough success came with the release of 

their single Smells Like Teen Spirit from their second album 

Nevermind (1991). Nirvana sold over 50 million albums worldwide, 

yet during their first few years together they had initially failed to 

draw any substantial crowds. 

A vocal opponent of sexism, racism and homophobia, Cobain was 

publicly proud that Nirvana had played at a gay rights benefit 

supporting No-on-Nine at Oregon in 1992, in opposition to a ballot 

measure which would have prohibited schools in the state from 

acknowledging or positively accepting LGBT rights and welfare. Yet as 

his fame grew, Cobain began to feel persecuted by the media, and 

started to Harbor resentments for people who claimed to be fans of 

the band yet refused to acknowledge, or in some way misinterpreted 

the band’s social and political views. 

During the last years of his life, Cobain struggled with heroin 

addiction and depression, finding difficulty coping with his fame and 

public image. He was found with a shotgun across his body, a suicide 

note and a head wound.

Kurt Cobain died aged 27.
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Hart Crane

21 July 1899 – 27 April 1932

American poet Hart Crane has come to be seen as one of the most 

influential writers of his generation. His ambition to synthesize 

America was expressed in The Bridge (1930), which was intended as a 

response to T. S. Eliot’s’s The Waste Land. 

When Crane began work on The Bridge he was given an initial $2,000 

support by Otto H. Kahn. Further patronage followed in France with 

the help of Harry and Caresse Crosby. When The Bridge finally came 

out though it received poor reviews and Crane’s sense of failure was 

crushing. 

Between 1931 and 1932 he visited Mexico on a Guggenheim 

Fellowship where he suffered bouts of alternating depression and 

elation. Crane struggled for many years with alcoholism and 

homosexuality, feeling himself to be a failure. In spite of a 

relationship with Peggy Cowley, the divorced wife of his friend 

Malcolm, whilst on board the SS Orizaba enroute to New York, Crane 

was beaten-up for making sexual advances to a male crew member. 

Just before noon he jumped overboard into the Gulf of Mexico saying 

“Goodbye, everybody!” as he leapt. His body was never recovered. 

Hart Crane died aged 32.
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René Crevel

10 August 1900 – 18 June 1935

The French writer René Crevel was born in Paris and when he was 

fourteen, his father committed suicide by hanging himself. In 1921 

Crevel met André Breton and joined the surrealist movement, only to 

be excluded in October 1923 because of Breton’s belief that the 

movement had been corrupted by Crevel’s homosexuality. 

Much of Crevel’s work deals with his inner turmoil at being bisexual, 

such as his novel Mon corps et moi. The 1929 exile of Léon Trotsky 

from the Soviet Union nonetheless persuaded Crevel to re-join the 

surrealists and remain faithful to Breton, in order to help bring 

communists and surrealists closer together. 

However, a conflict arose between the Soviet writer Ilya Ehrenburg 

and Breton during the first “International Congress of Writers for the 

Defence of Culture” which opened in Paris in June 1935. Breton, 

along with his fellow surrealists, had been deeply insulted by 

Ehrenburg in a pamphlet which declared that the surrealists were 

pederasts. The fall-out led to the surrealists being expelled from the 

Congress. Crevel subsequently killed himself by turning on the gas on 

his kitchen stove the night of 18 June 1935.

René Crevel died aged 34.
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Ian Curtis

15 July 1956 – 18 May 1980

An English musician, Ian Curtis was best known as the lead singer and 

songwriter of the post-punk band Joy Division who released their 

debut album, Unknown Pleasures, in 1979 and recorded their follow-

up, Closer, in 1980. Initially the band had been called Warsaw, but 

this name conflicted with that of another group, so they changed it 

to a name they found in the 1955 novel The House of Dolls, which 

featured a Nazi concentration camp with a sexual slavery wing 

labelled the “Joy Division”.

Curtis was known for his bass-baritone voice and unique dancing style 

which was reminiscent of epileptic seizures, whilst his song writing 

style was filled with imagery of desolation, emptiness and alienation.

Suffering from epilepsy and depression, Curtis committed suicide by 

hanging himself on the eve of Joy Division’s first North American 

tour, resulting in the band’s dissolution and the subsequent formation 

of the group New Order. In 1995, Curtis’s widow Deborah published a 

biography of the singer titled Touching from a Distance: Ian Curtis 

and Joy Division. His life and death have been dramatised in the films 

24 Hour Party People (2002) and Control (2007). 

Ian Curtis died aged 23. 
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Dalida

17 January 1933 – 3 May 1987

Singer and actress Dalida was born in Egypt to Italian parents. 

Acknowledged as a beauty, at the age of 20 she was crowned Miss 

Egypt. 

In 1956 she released the single Bambino which spent 46 weeks in the 

French top ten and became one of the biggest-selling songs in French 

history, selling over 300,000 copies. In total Dalida received 55 gold 

records and was the first ever singer to receive a diamond disc. 

In December 1967, just after a suicide attempt, she became pregnant 

by an 18-year-old student, Lucio. She terminated her pregnancy 

which left her infertile. In April 1975 her close friend, the singer Mike 

Brant, jumped to his death from an apartment in Paris. Dalida had 

contributed to his success and was the first person to visit him in 

hospital after his earlier suicide attempt in November 1974. Then in 

July 1983, her lover Richard Chanfray committed suicide by inhaling 

the exhaust gas of his car. On 3 May 1987 Dalida took an overdose of 

barbiturates, leaving a suicide note which read “Life has become 

unbearable for me... Forgive me.”

Dalida died aged 54.
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Jeanine Deckers (The Singing Nun)

17 October 1933 – 29 March 1985

Known as Sœur Sourire or Sister Smile, Jeanine Deckers was a 

member of the Dominican Fichermont Convent in Belgium where she 

was named Sister Luc Gabriel. Whilst there, she wrote, sang and 

performed her own songs, which were so well received by the order 

that they decided to help her record an album which visitors and 

retreatists could buy.

In 1963 this led to her becoming internationally famous when her 

song Dominique became the first Belgian record to reach number one 

in the United States pop charts. In 1966, a movie titled The Singing 

Nun was made about her. Deckers did not gain financially from her 

fame as the majority of her earnings were taken by her record 

producer, with the rest going to the Fichermont convent. In 1967, 

Deckers decided to leave her monastery to pursue a musical career 

under the name Luc Dominique. Yet despite a renewed musical 

effort, Deckers gradually faded into obscurity.

Citing their financial difficulties in a note, Deckers and her 

companion of ten years, Annie Pécher, both committed suicide by an 

overdose of drugs and alcohol. 

Jeanine Deckers died aged 51.
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Charmaine Dragun

21 March 1978 – 2 November 2007

Australian TV presenter Charmaine Dragun earned herself a 

nomination for Young Journalist of The Year. Following this she was 

made a permanent news presenter for Perth’s Ten News at Five

which was broadcast from Sydney.

Dragun’s mother had commented on how her daughter struggled with 

anorexia following her eighteenth birthday after rude comments 

about her figure had been made by workers at a construction site. As 

a result she saw a psychologist who recommended a course of 

antidepressants. On moving to Sydney for her job, Dragun met and 

became engaged to Simon Struthers, a forensic pathologist with the 

New South Wales police, whom she planned to marry on their joint 

thirtieth birthday celebrations.

Shortly before 4 P.M. on Friday, 2 November 2007, Dragun was due to 

present the 5 P.M. news for Perth and Ten Late News, but instead she 

drove past the network’s Pyrmont studios and continued on to the 

ocean cliff beauty spot known as “the Gap” in Sydney’s Eastern 

Suburbs. She sat there for around two hours, something she had done 

before, she then sent a text message to Struthers and jumped to her 

death.

Charmaine Dragun died aged 29.
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Robert Enke

24 August 1977 – 10 November 2009

Robert Enke was a German soccer player who performed as a 

goalkeeper for Barcelona, Benfica and Fenerbahçe, with the majority 

of his appearances being for Hannover 96. He won eight full 

international caps for Germany between 2007 and his death in 2009, 

and was part of the squad which finished as runners-up in the Euro 

2008 competition.

Voted best goalkeeper in the league by his fellow professionals in 

kicker magazine, Enke became the focus of speculation that he was 

destined to move to a larger club such as VfB Stuttgart. However, in 

December 2006, he ended all talk by signing a contract extension 

with Hannover 96 until the end of the 2009–10 season. He was 

subsequently elected team captain for the 2007–08 season and won 

the best goalkeeper award for a second time in 2009.

On 10 November 2009, Enke stood in front of a regional express train 

at a level crossing in Eilvese, Neustadt am Rübenberge. Police 

confirmed that a suicide note was discovered but did not release its 

details. His widow, Teresa, revealed that her husband had been 

suffering from depression for six years. 

Robert Enke died aged 32.
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Peg Entwistle 

5 February 1908 – 16 September 1932 

Born Millicent Entwistle in Port Talbot, Wales, Peg Entwistle spent 

her childhood growing up in London. Her mother died while she was 

an infant. Later, her father remarried and in March 1916 she 

emigrated with her new family to America and settled in New York. 

By 1926 Entwistle had joined the New York Theatre Guild and 

received her first credited Broadway performance that June when 

she played “Martha” in The Man from Toronto. She performed in a 

further nine plays, moving to Hollywood in 1930 where she hoped to 

find fame as an actress in the movies. She finally achieved this 

ambition when she gained the role of “Hazel Cousins” in the film 

Thirteen Women (1932). However, no further roles were forthcoming 

and she began to drink heavily. 

On Friday 16th September 1932 she left her Los Angeles home and 

walked to the foot of the Hollywood sign. There she climbed a 

workman’s ladder to the top of the letter “H” and leaped to her 

death. Peg Entwistle is now remembered as a symbol for the lost 

aspirations of actors who move to Hollywood to become stars.

Peg Entwistle died aged 24.
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Judy Garland 

10 June 1922 – 22 June 1969

American born Judy Garland gained international stardom as a film 

actress and recording artist. She was signed to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

as a teenager where she made over two dozen films, including her 

most famous role as “Dorothy” in The Wizard of Oz. Garland received 

an Academy Juvenile Award for her performances in 1939 which 

included The Wizard of Oz and Babes in Arms. 

Yet despite her success she remained insecure about her appearance. 

These feelings were compounded by film executives who told her she 

was unattractive in their desire to control and manipulate her on-

screen appearance. Garland was also plagued by financial instability, 

often owing hundreds of thousands of dollars in back taxes. Married 

five times with the first four marriages ending in divorce she had 

three children; Liza Minnelli, Lorna Luft, and Joey Luft. 

Garland was found dead in the bathroom of her rented house in 

Chelsea, London. At the inquest, coroner Gavin Thursdon stated the 

cause of death as “an incautious self-overdosage” of barbiturates. In 

1999, the American Film Institute placed her among the ten greatest 

female stars in the history of American cinema.

Judy Garland died aged 48.
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Richard Gerstl

14 September 1883 – 4 November 1908

Richard Gerstl was an Austrian painter who received little critical 

acclaim during his own lifetime. Whilst he was accepted into the 

Academy of Fine Arts Vienna at the age of fifteen he rejected the 

then current artistic style of the Austrian Secession movement as 

pretentious. 

Following his lack of artistic acceptance and distraught by the failure 

of a brief affair with the wife of the composer Arnold Schoenberg, 

Gerstl entered his studio on 4 November 1908 and burned every piece 

of paper he could find. Following the fire, Gerstl hanged himself in 

front of his studio mirror and somehow managed to stab himself as 

well.

Only sixty-six paintings and eight drawings produced by Gerstl are 

known to have survived the fire in his studio. After his suicide, his 

family took the remaining works and stored them in a warehouse 

before eventually showing them to the art dealer Otto Kallir who 

organized an exhibition at the Neue Galerie. The Nazi presence in 

Europe delayed further acclaim until after the war when Gerstl’s 

work became known in the United States for its expressive 

psychological insight. 

Richard Gerstl died aged 25.
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Lucy Gordon

22 May 1980 – 20 May 2009

The British actress and model Lucy Gordon was born in Oxford. While 

still attending the Oxford High School she was “spotted” by a talent-

scout after visiting a Clothes Show Live exhibition with her mother 

and was subsequently signed to the Select modelling agency in 

London. In 1997 she became a face of CoverGirl and appeared on the 

covers of Italian Glamour and Elle before taking up an acting career. 

She landed her first film role in 2001 as the character “Sarah” in 

Perfume. She then went on to gain parts in Serendipity (2001) and 

Spider-Man 3 (2007) and also appeared alongside Heath Ledger in The 

Four Feathers (2002). Gordon last film role was as the actress and 

singer Jane Birkin in Serge Gainsbourg, vie héroïque; a biopic of the 

singer-songwriter Serge Gainsbourg. 

Gordon wrote two suicide notes on 19 May 2009, one outlining her 

wishes regarding her estate and another to her parents. Her partner, 

the French cinematographer and father of four, Jérôme Alméras, 

found Gordon hanged in their Paris apartment the following day. A 

neighbour reported to have heard the couple rowing before Alméras 

fell asleep.

Lucy Gordon died aged 28.
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Arshile Gorky 

15 April 1904 – 21 July 1948

An Armenian artist, Arshile Gorky was born in the village of Khorgom, 

on the shores of Lake Van. In 1915 he was forced to flee his home 

during the Armenian Genocide, escaping with his mother and three 

sisters into Russian-controlled territory. Gorky’s mother eventually 

died of starvation in Yerevan in 1919 and in 1920 he moved to 

America where he was reunited with his father.

Gorky is regarded as having a seminal influence on the Abstract 

Expressionist art movement. His works were often speculated to have 

been informed by the suffering and loss he experienced in the 

Armenian genocide. He also experienced a great deal of further 

personal tragedy in later life. His studio burned down and he 

underwent a colostomy for cancer, his neck was broken and his 

painting arm was temporarily paralyzed following a car accident. 

Then his wife of seven years left him, taking their children with her. 

Gorky hanged himself in Sherman, Connecticut, in 1948. His paintings 

are displayed in many major museums including the National Gallery 

of Art, the Museum of Modern Art and the Whitney Museum in New 

York. 

Arshile Gorky died age 45.
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Tony Hancock

12 May 1924 – 24 June 1968

A British comedian who was popular during the 1950s and early 1960s, 

Tony Hancock achieved major success with the BBC series Hancock’s 

Half Hour, which first aired on the radio in 1954 and then on TV from 

1956. 

Hancock’s Half Hour ran for a total of seven years with Hancock 

taking the lead role as the fictionalized Anthony Aloysius St John 

Hancock. His character was that of a struggling comedian who lived in 

the run down “23 Railway Cuttings” in East Cheam and who nurtured 

aspirations to become a straight actor. Hancock also appeared in a 

number of films including The Rebel (1961), Those Magnificent Men 

in Their Flying Machines (1965) and The Wrong Box (1966). 

After breaking with his scriptwriters Ray Galton and Alan Simpson, 

Hancock’s career went downhill and he developed a dependence on 

alcohol which culminated in his taking an overdose while staying in 

Sydney. He was found dead in his Bellevue Hill apartment with an 

empty vodka bottle by his right hand and amphetamines by his left. 

In a suicide note Hancock wrote: “Things just seemed to go too wrong 

too many times”. 

Tony Hancock died aged 45.
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Jeanne Hébuterne

6 April 1898 – 25 January 1920

Born in Paris to a Catholic family, Jeanne Hébuterne was a French 

artist who is perhaps best known as the common-law wife and 

frequent model for the painter and sculptor Amedeo Modigliani. 

In the fall of 1918, the couple moved to Nice on the French Riviera 

where Modigliani’s agent hoped to sell some of Amedeo’s works to 

the wealthy art collectors who spent their winters there. Whilst in 

Nice, Jeanne and Amedeo’s daughter was born and the following 

spring, they returned to Paris where Jeanne became pregnant again. 

By this time though Modigliani had contracted tuberculous meningitis 

and his health, made worse by complications brought on by substance 

abuse, deteriorated badly.

On 24 January 1920 Amedeo died. Jeanne Hébuterne’s family 

immediately brought Jeanne home, but, in distress, she threw herself 

out of the family’s fifth-floor apartment window the following day, 

killing herself and her unborn child. It was not until thirty years later 

that an art scholar finally convinced the Hébuterne heirs to allow 

public access to Jeanne Hébuterne’s work, and in October 2000 her 

art was featured at a major Modigliani exhibition in Venice, Italy.

Jeanne Hébuterne died aged 22.
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Ernest Hemingway 

21 July 1899 – 2 July 1961

Ernest Hemingway was an American author and journalist. He began 

his career at the age of seventeen working  in a small newspaper 

office in Kansas City, before going on to write some of the most 

famous novels of the 20th century which included; For Whom the Bell 

Tolls, A Farwell to Arms and The Old Man and the Sea. 

Considered a spokesperson for the post First World War generation, 

Hemingway acted as a journalist for the North American Newspaper 

Alliance during the Spanish Civil War and was later present at the 

Normandy Landings and the liberation of Paris during the Second 

World War. In 1947 he was awarded a Bronze Star for bravery and in 

1954 was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature.

During his final years, Hemingway’s behaviour was seen to have 

become similar to his father’s before he himself committed suicide. 

It is believed his father may have developed the genetic disease 

hemochromatosis, which manifests itself in an inability to metabolize 

iron and results in a mental and physical deterioration. Hemingway 

shot himself in the head with his favourite shotgun in at his home in 

Ketchum, Idaho.

Ernest Hemingway died aged 61.
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Margaux Hemingway

16 February 1954 – 1 July 1996

Margaux Hemingway was an actress, supermodel and the 

granddaughter of Ernest Hemingway. She appeared on the covers of 

Vogue, Elle, Cosmopolitan, and Harper’s Bazaar and acted in a 

number of films which included Lipstick (1976), Over the Brooklyn 

Bridge (1984) and Deadly Rivals (1993).

By the time she was 21, Margaux had a film career and a $1 million 

contract with Faberge perfume. Yet, within a decade she had lost it 

all. Margaux’s sister Mariel Hemingway had also acted in Lipstick, a 

part which had been suggested by Margaux and which ended up being 

a much greater success than her own. Margaux subsequently began 

drinking heavily and in 1988 she checked herself into the Betty Ford 

Center for rehabilitation. 

Attempts to revive her career failed and by the time she was 41, 

Margaux was living alone in a studio apartment. In July 1996 her 

neighbours informed the authorities that she had not been seen for 

days which led police to enter her home through a 2nd floor window 

where her body was found. Dental records had to be used to confirm 

her identity. She had taken an overdose.

Margaux Hemingway died aged 42. 
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Jimi Hendrix

27 November 1942 – 18 September 1970 

An American singer/songwriter, Jimi Hendrix was born in Seattle, 

Washington and first found fame in 1967 following his performance at 

the Monterey Pop Festival. He later went on to headline the 1969 

Woodstock Festival and the 1970 Isle of Wight Festival. 

At the age of 15, around the same time his mother died, Hendrix 

acquired his first acoustic guitar for US$5 from a friend of his 

father’s. Following this Hendrix went on to become one of the 

greatest electric guitarist in musical history, being named by Rolling 

Stone magazine at the top of their list of the 100 greatest guitarists 

of all-time. Hendrix was inducted into the US Rock and Roll Hall of 

Fame in 1992 and the UK Music Hall of Fame in 2005. In 2006, his 

debut US album Are You Experienced, was inducted into the United 

States National Recording Registry. 

Hendrix was widely known for his frequent drug use, most notably 

LSD. According to a statement made at the time by his girlfriend 

Monika Dannemann, he had taken nine of her prescribed Vesparax 

sleeping pills on the night of his death. 

Jimi Hendrix died aged 27.
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Billie Holiday 

7 April 1915 –17 July 1959

Billie Holiday was an American jazz singer/songwriter. Born Eleanora 

Harris and nicknamed “Lady Day”, Holiday had a seminal influence on 

jazz and co-wrote several songs which became jazz classics, notably 

God Bless the Child, Don’t Explain, and Lady Sings the Blues. She also 

gained fame for singing Strange Fruit, a protest song about the 

lynching of an African American in the American South. 

God Bless the Child became Holiday’s most popular and covered 

record, selling over a million copies. On 27 March 1948, she played to 

a sell-out concert at Carnegie Hall, yet her final years saw her 

cheated out of all her earnings.

By early 1959 Holiday discovered that she had cirrhosis of the liver 

and on 31 May was admitted to the Metropolitan Hospital in New York 

suffering from both liver and heart disease. As she lay dying her 

hospital room was raided by the authorities and she was arrested for 

drug possession. Police officers were stationed at the door to her 

room and she remained under police guard at the hospital until her 

death. Billie Holiday died with only $0.70 in the bank.

Billie Holiday died aged 44.
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Whitney Houston

9 August 1963 – 11 February 2012

Whitney Houston was an American singer, actress and model who 

became one of the world's biggest-selling music artists, with over 170 

million album, single and video sales worldwide.

Her 1985 debut album Whitney Houston was the best-selling debut 

album by a female act at the time of its release and was named 

Rolling Stone’s best album of 1986. A few years later she made her 

acting debut in the film The Bodyguard (1992), which she also sang 

the original soundtrack for. The soundtrack won the 1994 Grammy 

Award for Album of the Year, with its lead single I Will Always Love 

You, becoming the best-selling single by a female artist in music 

history. 

On 11 February 2012, Houston was found dead in suite 434 at the 

Beverly Hilton Hotel, submerged in her bathtub. Her cause of death 

was ruled by the coroner to have been “accidental drowning” and the 

local police said there were “no obvious signs of criminal intent.” On 

22 March 2012, the Los Angeles County coroner’s office reported the 

cause of Houston’s death as “drowning” and the “effects of 

atherosclerotic heart disease and cocaine use”. 

Whitney Houston died aged 48.
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Michael Hutchence 

22 January 1960 – 22 November 1997. 

An Australian singer/songwriter, Michael Hutchence founded the 

band INXS and acted in feature films including Dogs in Space (1986) 

and Frankenstein Unbound (1990). In 1991 he won “Best International 

Artist” at the BRIT Awards. 

His private life was widely reported in the media following a string of 

affairs with prominent actresses, models and singers. Towards the 

end of his life he began a relationship with the British TV presenter 

Paula Yates whilst she was still married to Bob Geldof. 

Hutchence and Yates had a daughter in 1996 and on the day of his 

death he was waiting for a phone call from Yates over whether she 

could bring their child to Australia or not. Whilst waiting, Hutchence 

phoned his manager, saying “I’ve fucking had enough”. Hutchence’s 

body was discovered by a hotel maid at 11:50 am. Police reported, 

“He was in a kneeling position facing the door. He had used his snake 

skin belt to tie a knot on the automatic door closure at the top of the 

door, and had strained his head forward into the loop so hard that 

the buckle had broken.”

Michael Hutchence died aged 37.
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Ray Johnson

16 October 1927 – 13 January 1995

Once called “New York’s most famous unknown artist”, Ray Johnson 

was a seminal figure in the Neo-Dada and early Fluxus art 

movements. 

During the 1980s Johnson withdrew from view, moving to Long Island 

where he cultivated a role as an outsider, maintaining personal 

connections only by mail and telephone. Between 1963 and 1965 he 

produced 12 unbound pages of an enigmatic book titled A Book About 

Death which was composed of cryptic texts and drawings. These were 

mailed a few copies at a time and offered for sale via a classified ad 

in the Village Voice. Eventually however Johnson stopped exhibiting 

altogether. 

Johnson was last seen diving off a bridge in Sag Harbor, Long Island 

and swimming backstroke out to sea. His body washed up on the 

beach the following day. Many aspects of his death involved the 

number “13” including the date he chose to end his life, his age at 

his time of death being 67 (6+7=13) and the room number of the 

motel he checked into earlier that day, 247 (2+4+7=13). This has led 

some to speculate about a ‘last performance’ aspect of Johnson’s 

drowning. 

Ray Johnson died aged 67.
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Janis Joplin 

19 January 1943 – 4 October 1970

Born in Port Arthur, Texas, Janis Joplin was ridiculed as a teenager 

for her unconventional appearance and personal beliefs by her 

classmates. In spite of this she found fame in the late 1960s as the 

lead singer of the band Big Brother and the Holding Company and 

later as a solo artist with her backing groups, The Kozmic Blues Band 

and The Full Tilt Boogie Band.

Joplin’s career was slow to take off, but her big break came after the 

president of Columbia Records, Clive Davis, heard her sing at the 

Monterey Pop Festival. At the height of her career she was known as 

‘The Queen of Rock and Roll’ and in 2004 Rolling Stone magazine 

ranked her number 46 on its list of the 100 Greatest Artists of All 

Time. 

Joplin’s death took place while she was staying at the Landmark 

Hotel in Hollywood. She was found dead on the floor beside her bed. 

The official cause of death was stated as an overdose of heroin, 

possibly combined with the effects of alcohol and it took place 

sixteen days after the death of Jimi Hendrix. 

Janis Joplin died aged 27.
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Frida Kahlo 

6 July 1907 – 13 July 1954

Frida Kahlo was one of four daughters born to a Hungarian-Jewish 

father and a mother of Spanish-Mexican Indian descent. At the age of 

six she contracted polio which left her right leg thinner than her left, 

a fact she disguised by wearing long, colorful skirts. Further tragedy 

struck at the age of eighteen when she was seriously injured in a bus 

accident. This forced her to spend a year in bed recovering from 

fractures to her spine, collarbone, ribs, a shattered pelvis, shoulder 

and foot injuries. In her boredom she began to paint.

In 1929 she married the famous muralist Diego Rivera. Yet apart from 

an acquisition by the Louvre in 1939, her work was little known until 

many years after her death. Kahlo had only one solo exhibition in her 

native Mexico during her life-time, which was held in 1953. In total 

she produced 143 paintings, 55 being self-portraits which often 

reflect the lifelong health problems she suffered. 

The official cause of Kahlo’s death was given as a pulmonary 

embolism, although some thought she died from an overdose that 

may or may not have been accidental. 

Frida Kahlo died aged 47.
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Kostas Karyotakis

30 October 1896 – 20 July 1928

Considered to be one of the most representative Greek poets of the 

1920s, Kostas Karyotakis’s first collection of poems The Pain of Men 

and Things (1919) was largely ignored by the critics. 

Undeterred, in 1921 he published a second collection titled Nepenthe

and also wrote a musical revue Pell-Mell. This was followed in 1923 

by a poem called Treponema pallidum which was published under the 

title Song of Madness which gave rise to speculation that he may have 

been suffering from syphilis, which at the time was considered a 

chronic illness with no known cure. Karyotakis travelled abroad in 

1924, visiting Italy and Germany and his last collection of poems, 

Elegy and Satires was published in December 1927.

In 1928 Karyotakis went to stay at Preveza, and on 19 July he went to 

Monolithi beach and spent ten hours trying to drown himself, but 

failed due to his strength as a swimmer. The next morning he 

returned home and bought a revolver. He then went to Agios Spyridon 

and sat under a eucalyptus tree where he shot himself through the 

heart. A suicide note was found in his pocket.

Kostas Karyotakis died aged 31.
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Bruno Kastner

30 January 1890 – 30 June 1932

The German stage and film actor, Bruno Kastner, was one of the most 

popular leading men in German silent cinema in the 1920s.

Kastner made his film debut in the 1914 comedy Engelein (Little 

Angel). This was followed with the sequel Engeleins Hochzeit (Little 

Angel’s Wedding) in 1916. Kastner rapidly became a matinee idol and 

was especially popular with female fans. His romantic image was 

further reinforced with his appearances as the handsome suitor to 

the actress Dorrit Weixler in a number of popular films. Other 

successes included roles in Fritz Lang’s Hilde Warren und der Tod

(1917), Erik Lund’s Das Herz des Casanova (1919) and Georg Jacoby’s 

Das Paradies im Schnee (1924). Kastner also wrote the screenplays for 

four films which he produced and starred in.

By the late 1920s however, Kastner’s career began to falter. The 

arrival of sound in cinema at this time proved personally disastrous 

because he had a speech impediment. Kastner began to suffer from 

depression and after two years struggling to regain his public 

popularity, he rented a hotel room in Bad Kreuznach and committed 

suicide by hanging himself.

Bruno Kastner died aged 42.
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Daul Kim

31 May 1989 – 19 November 2009

An international South Korean fashion model and blogger, Daul Kim 

was regularly featured in magazines such as British Vogue, i-D and 

Dazed & Confused. In South Korea, she appeared on the covers of 

South Korean Vogue in August 2007 and May 2008 and in Harper’s 

Bazaar in July 2008. 

By 2007 she had made her international catwalk debut at Paris 

Fashion Week and among the designers who used her to showcase 

their latest collections were Chanel, Karl Lagerfeld, Alexander 

McQueen and Vivienne Westwood. In 2008 Daul Kim was named 

“Model of the Year” by Anan magazine. 

Kim moved to Paris, France, in 2009 to model for Next, and on 19 

November she was found hanged in her apartment. The Paris 

prosecutor’s office ruled that her death was a probable suicide. Kim 

had suffered from depression for a number of years and often 

expressed these feelings through paintings and a weblog, writing in 

an April 2007 entry that “I am going to smash my face… My life as 

Daul was so miserable and lonely. Please join my loneliness in 

another world. I love you all. Daul.”

Daul Kim died aged 20.
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Ji-hoo Kim

5 April 1985 – 6 October 2008

A South Korean actor and model, Ji-hoo Kim made his debut as a 

fashion model in 2007. He was regarded as “one to watch”, and 

appeared as a guest on the MBC drama series Before and After Plastic 

Surgery, and in the family sitcom The Unstoppable High Kick. 

On 21 April, 2008 he came out as a gay man on the tvN reality show 

Coming Out. Shortly after the episode aired Kim’s personal webpage 

was flooded with messages condemning his sexuality. Following this, 

several fashion shows and television programmes cancelled pre-

booked appearance and his management company decided not to 

renew his contract.

Kim hanged himself at his home in Jamsil, southern Seoul, on 6 

October, 2008. A suicide note found at the scene read: “I’m lonely 

and in a difficult situation. Please cremate my body.” Days before 

taking his life, Kim wrote on his web site: “Life is like the wind. 

What’s there to agonise over? Meetings are happy, partings are sad, 

everything is just a moment.” His death was one of a series of 

celebrity suicides in South Korea at that time.

Ji-hoo Kim died aged 23.
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Ernst Ludwig Kirchner

6 May 1880 – 15 June 1938

Ernst Ludwig Kirchner was a German expressionist painter and 

printmaker and one of the founders of the artists group Die Brücke or 

“The Bridge”, a movement whose formation paved the way for the 

foundation of Expressionism. 

In 1913, the first public showing of Kirchner’s work took place at the 

Armory Show in New York, which was also the first major display of 

modern art in America. Following this, Kirchner volunteered for army 

service during the First World War, but suffered a breakdown and was 

discharged. In 1921, U.S. museums began to acquire his work, with 

his first solo museum show in the US being held at the Detroit 

Institute of Arts in 1937. 

The Nazis branded Kirchner a “degenerate” artist in 1933 and he was 

asked to resign from the Berlin Academy of Arts. In 1937 over 600 of 

his works were sold or destroyed with many ending up in America. 

The psychological suffering caused by his rejection as “un-German” 

led Kirchner to shoot himself through the heart with a pistol. In 

November 2006 at Christie’s, Kirchner's Street Scene, Berlin (1913) 

fetched $38 million.

Ernst Ludwig Kirchner died aged 58.
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R. B. Kitaj 

29 October 1932 – 21 October 2007

The American born Jewish painter R. B. Kitaj spent a large part of his 

life living and working in London where he had a significant influence 

on post-war British art. He married his first wife, Elsi Roessler in 1953 

and held his first solo exhibition at the Marlborough Gallery in 1963.  

Elsi committed suicide in 1969. 

In 1976 Kitaj curated a seminal exhibition for the Arts Council in 

1976, entitled The Human Clay which championed the cause of 

figurative art at a time when abstract painting was dominant, in the 

process promoting artists such as Auerbach, Bacon and Freud.

However, Kitaj’s retrospective at the Tate in 1994 received vicious 

reviews which he took very personally, declaring that “anti-

intellectualism, anti-Americanism, and anti-Semitism” had fuelled 

the vitriol. Despite the bad reviews, the exhibition moved to the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. His second wife, Sandra 

Fisher died of a brain aneurysm shortly after the exhibition ended. He 

blamed the British press for her death, saying “they were aiming for 

me, but they got her instead.” Kitaj committed suicide by placing a 

plastic bag over his head.

R. B. Kitaj died aged 74.
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Ruslana Korshunova

2 July 1987 – 28 June 2008

A Kazakh of Russian descent, Ruslana Korshunova found fame as an 

international fashion model, posing for magazines such as Vogue, 

French Elle and designers Vera Wang and Nina Ricci.

She was “discovered” in 2003, when All Asia magazine printed a story 

on Almaty’s local German language club, which Korshunova was then 

attending. Her photograph, which was featured in the article, caught 

the attention of Debbie Jones of Models 1. Jones tracked down the 

then 15-year-old Korshunova and signed her up. During her early work 

Korshunova was nicknamed the Russian Rapunzel for her long knee 

length chestnut hair. She was represented internationally by IMG 

(New York, Paris, London and Milan), Beatrice (Milan), Traffic Models 

(Barcelona), Marilyn Models and iCasting Moscow, which was her 

home agency. In 2005 British Vogue hailed Korshunova as “a face to 

be excited about”. 

On 28 June 2008 at around 2:30 p.m., Korshunova died after falling 

from the ninth-floor balcony of her apartment at 130 Water Street in 

Manhattan’s Financial District. Police stated there were no signs of a 

struggle in her apartment and concluded that Korshunova’s death was 

an apparent suicide.

Ruslana Korshunova died aged 20.
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Alan Ladd

3 September 1913 – 29 January 1964

American actor Alan Ladd was a hit with wartime audiences of the 

1940’s as he quickly became one of the top box office stars of the 

decade, making the “Top Ten Money Making Stars Poll” in 1947, 1953, 

and 1954. 

In 1946, Ladd starred in three movie classics: Richard Henry Dana’s, 

Two Years Before the Mast, Raymond Chandler’s The Blue Dahlia, 

and the World War II espionage thriller, O.S.S. In 1953 Ladd went on 

to play the title role in the western Shane which was nominated for 

five Academy Awards, including Best Picture and is listed at No. 45 on 

the American Film Institute’s 100 Years ... 100 Movies.

Ladd formed his own production companies for film and radio and 

starred in his own syndicated series Box 13, which ran from 1948-49. 

His career had waned however by the late 1950’s and in November 

1962 he was found lying unconscious in a pool of blood with a bullet 

wound near his heart after an unsuccessful suicide attempt. On 29 

January 1964 he was found dead in Palm Springs, California, after 

taking an overdose of “alcohol and three other drugs”. 

Alan Ladd died aged 50.
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Carole Landis

1 January 1919 – 5 July 1948

Carole Landis made her film debut as an extra in A Star Is Born

(1937). Following numerous other minor appearances she finally got 

her big break in 1940 when Hal Roach cast her as a cave girl in One 

Million B.C.

Landis secured a contract with 20th Century Fox and began a sexual 

relationship with Darryl F. Zanuck. In 1941 she landed roles opposite 

Betty Grable in Moon Over Miami and I Wake Up Screaming. When she 

ended her relationship with Zanuck however her career suffered and 

she was assigned to parts in B-movies. In 1945 she starred on 

Broadway in the musical A Lady Says Yes with Jacqueline Susann, 

with whom she reportedly had an affair. Susann is rumoured to have 

based the character Jennifer North in her book Valley of the Dolls on 

Landis.

By 1948, Landis’s career was in decline and she entered into a 

romance with actor Rex Harrison. Landis was reportedly crushed 

when Harrison refused to divorce his wife for her; unable to cope any 

longer, she committed suicide in her Pacific Palisades home at 1465 

Capri Drive by taking an overdose of Seconal.

Carole Landis died aged 29.
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Florence Lawrence

2 January 1886 – 28 December 1938

Canadian silent movie actress Florence Lawrence appeared in nearly 

300 films and is often referred to as “The First Movie Star.” 

In the spring of 1916, she returned to work for Universal Studios to 

complete the film, Elusive Isabel, after suffering from a serious fall 

and receiving burns on set. However, the strain of working took its 

toll on her and she suffered a serious relapse, not returning to work 

again until 1921. Her attempted comeback at this time had little 

success and after 1924 she only managed to find uncredited bit parts. 

By her mid-forties, roles for Lawrence in films had completely 

evaporated and following the Great Depression her fortunes faded 

further. She finally returned to the screen in 1936 when MGM began 

offering small parts to older stars for seventy-five dollars a week. 

Eventually, suffering with chronic pain from myelofibrosis, she found 

herself living alone, with three failed marriages behind her and 

decided to swallow ant paste. Lawrence was discovered unconscious 

in bed at her West Hollywood apartment on 27 December 1938 and 

was rushed to hospital but died a few hours later. 

Florence Lawrence died aged 52. 
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Heath Ledger 

4 April 1979 – 22 January 2008 

Heath Ledger was an Australian actor whose work encompassed 

nineteen films including 10 Things I Hate About You (1999), The 

Patriot (2000), A Knight’s Tale (2001), Brokeback Mountain (2005), 

and The Dark Knight (2008). In addition to acting he produced music 

videos and had ambitions to become a film director. For his role in 

Brokeback Mountain, he won the 2005 New York Film Critics Circle 

Award for Best Actor. 

In the summer of 2004 Ledger met and began dating the actress 

Michelle Williams on the set of Brokeback Mountain. Their daughter, 

Matilda Rose, was born in October 2005 and Ledger and Williams 

began to share a house together in Boerum Hill, Brooklyn. In 

September 2007, Williams’ father confirmed to Sydney’s Daily 

Telegraph that Ledger and Williams had parted.

Ledger moved to a loft apartment at 421 Broome Street in the SoHo 

neighborhood of Manhattan where he died of an overdose a few 

months later. The Office of the Chief Medical Examiner of New York 

concluded that “Mr. Heath Ledger died as the result of acute 

intoxication by the combined effects of oxycodone, hydrocodone, 

diazepam, temazepam, alprazolam and doxylamine.” 

Heath Ledger died aged 28.



Heath Ledger 
Oil and acrylic paint over religious icon

129 x 104 x 20mm

2013129

Collection: 

University of Arizona Museum of Art



130

Vladimir Mayakovsky

19 July 1893 – 14 April 1930

Born in Baghdati, Georgia, Vladimir Mayakovsky was a Soviet poet and 

playwright and is considered one of the foremost representatives of 

early-20th century Russian Futurism.

In 1919, he published his first collection of poems titled Collected 

Works 1909-1919 and in the cultural climate of the early Soviet 

Union, his popularity quickly grew. Between 1922 and 1928, 

Mayakovsky became a prominent member of the Left Art Front and 

came to define his work as “Communist futurism”. Along with Sergei 

Tretyakov and Osip Brik he also helped to edit the journal LEF. 

Vladimir Mayakovsky was one of only a handful of Soviet writers who 

were allowed to travel freely and his trips to Latvia, Britain, 

Germany, the United States, Mexico and Cuba helped influence works 

such as My Discovery of America (1925). 

Towards the end of the 1920s, Mayakovsky became disillusioned with 

the course the Soviet Union was taking under Stalin and on the 

evening of 14 April 1930, he shot himself. In 1974 the Russian State 

Museum of Mayakovsky was opened in the center of Moscow in the 

building where he lived between 1919 and 1930.

Vladimir Mayakovsky died aged 36.
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Kendrick L. McKinley

31 January 1987 – 20 September 2010

Kendrick L. McKinley was an American football wide receiver for the 

Denver Broncos in the National Football League.

Playing as a quarterback during his senior year at college, McKinley 

was rated the 29th-best player in the state of Georgia and the 54th-

best athlete in the country by Rivals.com. He went on to receive 

first-team honors from the SEC coaches (All-SEC) and an honorable 

mention from CollegeFootballNews.com before being drafted by the 

Denver Broncos in the fifth round, 5th pick during the 2009 NFL Draft. 

He played in eight games in 2009 as a kick returner, returning seven 

kicks for a total of 158 yards before being placed on injured reserve 

with a knee injury on 28 December 2009. 

McKinley was found dead on 20 September 2010, from an apparent 

self-inflicted gunshot wound. His death by suicide was confirmed by 

the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s office who released a 131-page report 

on 1 December 2010, concluding an investigation into McKinley’s 

death which stated that depression over debt, injury and his post-

playing career were the main factors for his suicide, also stating that 

McKinley had a gambling problem.

Kendrick L. McKinley died aged 23.
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Alexander McQueen 

17 March 1969 – 11 February 2010

British fashion designer Alexander McQueen worked as chief designer 

for Givenchy from 1996 to 2001 and founded his own label under the 

name Alexander McQueen. 

He received his master’s degree in fashion design from Central Saint 

Martins College of Art and Design in London with the whole of his 

graduation collection being bought by the influential fashion editor 

Isabella Blow, who then went on to champion his career. His 

subsequent achievements in fashion earned him four British Designer 

of the Year awards in 1996, 1997, 2001 and 2003 and the CFDA’s 

International Designer of the Year award in 2003. 

On 11 February 2010, nine days after the death of his mother, Joyce, 

75, from cancer, his housekeeper found McQueen hanging at his home 

on Green Street, London W1. Just prior to his death, he had 

completed eighty percent of a new autumn/winter collection, which 

was presented to a handful of fashion editors during Paris Fashion 

Week on 8 March 2010. They reported that the show was hard to 

watch as they felt it revealed McQueen to be obsessed with the 

afterlife, stating the clothes had a medieval and religious look. 

Alexander McQueen died aged 40. 
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Ulrike Meinhof 

7 October 1934 – 9 May 1976

Ulrike Meinhof was born in Oldenburg, Germany. Her father, the art 

historian Dr. Werner Meinhof, died of cancer in 1940. Known as a 

German left-wing militant, Ulrike Meinhof joined the Communist 

Party of Germany (KPD) in 1959. Following this she began to work as a 

journalist for the monthly left-wing magazine Konkret where she 

served as chief editor from 1962 until 1964. 

In 1961, Meinhof married the co-founder and publisher of konkret, 

Klaus Rainer Röhl. They separated in 1967 and in 1970, along with 

Andreas Baader and Gudrun Ensslin, Meinhof helped co-found the Red 

Army Faction (Rote Armee Fraktion). She came to write many of their 

manifestos, the most significant of which was The Concept of the 

Urban Guerrilla. Meinhof took part in a number of bank robberies and 

bombings with the Red Army Faction and as their reputation grew the 

media re-named them the Baader-Meinhof gang. 

Meinhof was finally arrested in 1972 and charged with numerous 

murders. She hanged herself in her prison cell. Meinhof’s life has 

been the subject of several films including The Baader Meinhof 

Complex (2008) and the documentary Children of the Revolution

(2010). 

Ulrike Meinhof died aged 41. 
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John Minton

25 December 1917 – 20 January 1957

An English painter, illustrator and stage designer, John Minton 

studied briefly in France before taking up teaching. Between1943 and 

1946 he taught at the Camberwell College of Arts before going on to 

take charge of drawing and illustration at the Central School of Art in 

London. As well as his teaching Minton turned out landscape studies 

and gained a name as an accomplished book illustrator, with many of 

his commissions coming from the publisher John Lehmann. He also 

produced posters for London Transport and Ealing Studios and earned 

a reputation as a highly respected portrait painter.

Minton’s work is held in the Tate Gallery and he himself was famously 

painted by Lucian Freud. Between 1945 and 1956 he had seven solo 

exhibitions at London’s Lefevre gallery, but by the mid-1950s he 

began to find himself out of sync with the abstract school of painting 

that was becoming fashionable at that time. As a result he felt 

increasingly side-lined by the art world, suffered psychological 

problems and became dependent on alcohol. 

He took his own life in 1957 at his London home, taking an overdose 

of sleeping tablets.

John Minton died aged 39.
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Miroslava

26 February 1926 – 9 March 1955

Miroslava was a Czech born actress who moved to Mexico as a child 

with her adoptive parents in the late 1930s, as her family sought to 

escape the war in Europe. She began to study acting after winning a 

national beauty contest and subsequently appeared in thirty-two 

films.

Her last role was in Luis Buñuel’s movie Ensayo de un crimen (1955). 

Soon after the final take, Miroslava committed suicide by overdosing 

on sleeping pills. Her body was found lying on her bed, with a portrait 

of the bullfighter Luis Miguel Dominguín in her hand. Her friends 

believed that her suicide was due to an unrequited love for 

Dominguín, who had recently married the Italian actress Lucia Bosé. 

In his 1983 autobiography, Mon dernier soupir, Luis Buñuel recalled 

the irony he felt at Miroslava’s funeral when he remembered a scene 

in her last film which included a cremation of a wax reproduction of 

Miroslava’s character. Her life is the subject of a short story by 

Guadalupe Loaeza, which was adapted by Alejandro Pelayo for his 

1992 Mexican film called Miroslava, starring Arielle Dombasle.

Miroslava died aged 29.
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Yukio Mishima 

14 January 1925 – 25 November 1970

The Japanese author and poet Yukio Mishima was born Kimitaka 

Hiraoka, in Tokyo. The name Yukio can be translated as “Man who 

chronicles reason.” Internationally famous, Mishima is widely 

considered to be one of the most important Japanese authors of the 

20th century. He was nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature 

three times.

Mishima’s first major work, Confessions of a Mask (1949), dealt with 

the realisation of his own homosexuality, while several of his later 

novels reveal a preoccupation with the human body, beauty and 

degeneration. 

Following a wish to create a perfect body for himself, Mishima began 

body building in 1955 and became an expert in the martial arts of 

karate and kendo. Perhaps preparing for his death, he posed in 

photographs as a drowned shipwrecked sailor, as St. Sebastian slain 

with arrows and as a samurai committing ritual suicide. In 1960 he 

played the role of a doomed yakuza, Takeo, in Yasuzo Masumura’s 

film Karakkaze Yaro (Afraid to Die). Many of Mishima’s later short 

stories and novels dealt with the theme of suicide and violent death. 

He committed seppuku on 25 November 1970.

Yukio Mishima died aged 45.
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Marilyn Monroe 

1 June 1926 – 5 August 1962 

American actress Marilyn Monroe was born Norma Jeane Mortenson in 

the charity ward of the Los Angeles County Hospital. Due to her 

mother’s poor mental health Monroe’s childhood involved frequent 

stays in orphanages. 

When she was sixteen years old, Monroe married Jim Dougherty. 

During the Second World War he was sent to the Pacific with the 

merchant marine and Monroe began working on an assembly line at 

the Radioplane Munitions Factory. There a photographer took a 

picture of her and within months she had become a successful model 

appearing on dozens of magazine covers and gaining herself a screen 

test with 20th Century Fox.

Monroe went on to star in films such as Gentlemen Prefer Blondes

(1953), How to Marry a Millionaire (1953) and The Seven Year Itch

(1955), while her performance in Some Like It Hot (1959) earned her 

a Golden Globe Award. She was dropped from her final film, the 

unfinished Something’s Got to Give (1962) due to chronic lateness 

and drug dependency. Monroe died of an overdose which the Los 

Angeles County Coroners office recorded as death by “acute 

barbiturate poisoning”, resulting from a “probable suicide”.

Marilyn Monroe died aged 36.
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Jim Morrison 

8 December 1943 – 3 July 1971 

Jim Morrison was born in Melbourne, Florida, the son of the future 

Rear Admiral George Stephen Morrison. He found fame as the lead 

singer of the rock band The Doors. 

When he was four years old, Morrison witnessed a car accident in the 

desert, in which he believed a family of Native Americans had been 

killed. Morrison considered this the most formative event of his life 

and made repeated references to it in his songs such as Daw’s 

Highway, Peace Frog and Ghost Song.

In the summer of 1965, after graduating with a degree from the UCLA 

film school, Morrison lived on the rooftop of a building in Venice 

Beach. While there he wrote the lyrics for many of the early songs 

the Doors would later perform. Following The Doors’ rise to fame in 

1967, Morrison developed severe alcohol and drug dependency which 

resulted in his death in a Paris apartment from a suspected heroin 

overdose. Morrison was later ranked number 47 on Rolling Stone’s list 

of the “100 Greatest Singers of All Time”, and number 22 on Classic 

Rock Magazine’s “50 Greatest Singers In Rock”.

Jim Morrison died aged 27.
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Jon Nödtveidt

28 June 1975 – 13 August 2006

A lead guitarist and vocalist, Jon Nödtveidt fronted the Swedish black 

metal band Dissection, which he founded in 1989. He also worked as 

a journalist for Metal Zone. 

A member of the Misanthropic Luciferian Order, Nödtveidt was 

sentenced to prison for being an accessory to the 1997 murder of a 

gay Algerian named Josef Ben Meddour. With his release in 2004 he 

restarted Dissection. 

On the 16 August 2006, Nödtveidt was found dead in his apartment in 

Hässelby, a suburb of Stockholm, by a self-inflicted gunshot wound 

inside a circle of lit candles. Expressing his views on suicide, 

Nödtveidt had stated ”The Satanist decides of his own life and death 

and prefers to go out with a smile on his lips when he has reached his 

peak in life, when he has accomplished everything, and aim to 

transcend this earthly existence. But it is completely un-satanic to 

end ones own life because one is sad or miserable. The Satanist dies 

strong, not by age, disease or depression, and he chooses death 

before dishonor! Death is the orgasm of life! So live life accordingly, 

as intense as possible!”

Jon Nödtveidt died aged 31.



Jon Nödtveidt
Oil and acrylic paint over religious icon

220 x 184 x 22mm

2012149

Collection: 

Honolulu Museum of Art



150

Hugh O’Connor

7 April 1962 – 28 March 1995

Born in Rome, Italy, Hugh O’Connor was adopted by Carroll and Nancy 

O’Connor when he was six days old. At the age of 16, he was 

diagnosed with Hodgkins Lymphoma and following a course of 

chemotherapy and two surgeries he recovered. The treatment left 

him addicted to the prescription drugs he’d been taking for the pain 

he suffered during the illness. 

In 1988, O’Connor appeared as a background character in a show 

starring his father, In the Heat of the Night. His part as “Lonnie 

Jamison” quickly became one of the show’s main attractions. On the 

set he also met and later married the wardrobe assistant Angela 

Clayton.

On 28 March 1995, the third anniversary of his marriage to Angela, 

O’Connor called his father to tell him he was going to end his life as 

he believed he could not beat his drug dependency and was unable to 

face any further attempts at rehabilitation. His father called the 

police who arrived at O’Connor’s home in Pacific Palisades, 

California, just as he shot himself in the head. The police later 

determined he had cocaine in his blood.

Hugh O’Connor died aged 32.
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Per “Dead” Ohlin

16 January 1969 – 8 April 1991

Better known by his stage name “Dead”, Per Ohlin was a Swedish 

black metal vocalist with the Norwegian black metal band Mayhem. 

He also performed as vocalist for the Swedish death metal band 

Morbid on their demo December Moon and he was ranked at number 

48 out of 50 of The Greatest Metal Frontmen of All Time by 

Roadrunner Records.

Mayhem’s drummer Jan Axel ‘Hellhammer’ Blomberg described Dead 

as “a very strange personality ... depressed, melancholic, and dark”. 

An article written by the journalist Chris Campion propositioned that 

Ohlin may have suffered from Cotard delusion which led him to 

believe him was already dead as the result of a childhood trauma.

Ohlin’s social situation and his fascination with death caused his 

mental state to gradually deteriorate. He would often cut himself 

onstage with a blade or broken bottle. On 8 April 1991, while home 

alone, he slit his wrists and throat with a knife and then shot himself 

in the forehead with a shotgun. He left a brief suicide note, which 

apologized for having used the gun indoors and ended with, “Excuse 

all the blood”.

Per “Dead” Ohlin died aged 22.
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Yukiko Okada

22 August 1967 – 8 April 1986

Yukiko Okada wanted to become a star so badly that she applied for 

every audition open to her, ranging from the smallest talent contests 

to major productions. She was rejected every time until finally being 

accepted on to the Nippon Television talent show Star Tanjō! which 

she won in March 1983.

On 21 April 1984, Okada released her debut single, First Date and 

went on to win the title “Rookie of the Year”. She was also awarded 

the 26th Japan Record Awards’ Grand Prix Best New Artist Award for 

her third single, -Dreaming Girl- Koi, Hajimemashite and 

subsequently played the lead in the television drama Kinjirareta 

Mariko (The Forbidden Mariko), in 1985, while her 1986 single 

Kuchibiru Network, reached number one in the Oricon singles chart.

At around 10 o’clock on 8 April 1986, the manager of the Sun Music 

building found Okada in her Tokyo apartment, crouching in a closet 

and sobbing with a slashed wrist. Two hours later, she jumped to her 

death from the seven-story Sun Music Agency building. Her death 

resulted in many copycat suicides in Japan, which quickly became 

known as “Yukiko Syndrome”.

Yukiko Okada died aged 18.
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Yong-ha Park

12 August 1977 – 30 June 2010

The Korean actor and singer, Yong-ha Park, initially found fame in his 

own country following an appearance on the MBC drama Theme 

Theater (1994). In 2002 he went on to co-star in Winter Sonata with 

Bae Yong Joon and Choi Ji-woo, which subsequently brought him 

fame in Japan.

As a singer, Park was the voice behind Just for Yesterday, the hit 

theme song for the SBS drama All In. He later released a number of 

albums and held successful concerts both in Japan and Korea. Park 

also starred in the drama On Air (2008) which he sang the theme tune 

for. His follow-up single, Say Goodbye, and full-length album, Love, 

were released in November 2008 with both being ranked in the 

Oricon chart top 10. The following year Park appeared in the movie 

The Scam and was cast in the drama, The Slingshot, acting as the 

character Kim Shin, which began broadcasting on KBS2 on 6 April 

2009.

Park was found dead by his mother at 5:30 am 30 June 2010 at his 

home in Nonhyeon-dong, Seoul, hanging from a camcorder charger 

cable, having committed suicide.

Yong-ha Park died aged 32.
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Jules Pascin

31 March 1885 – 5 June 1930

The painter Jules Pascin, also known as the “Prince of 

Montparnasse”, was born in Bulgaria. He was strongly identified with 

the Modernist art movement and the artistic circles of Montparnasse 

in Paris. 

Pascin had moved to Paris in December 1905 where he became part 

of the great migration of artists to the city which took place at the 

start of the 20th century. With the outbreak of the First World War 

he left France for the United States where he lived until 1920. Whilst 

there, Pascin married Hermine David and was granted US citizenship. 

On his return to Paris he became a living symbol of the Montparnasse 

artistic community, always to be seen wearing his trademark bowler 

hat. Ernest Hemingway’s chapter With Pascin at the Dôme, in A 

Moveable Feast, recounted a night in 1923 when the two had met. 

Hemingway’s portrayal is considered one of the defining images of 

Montparnasse at the time.

Pascin however struggled with alcoholism and on the eve of a 

prestigious solo show slit his wrists and hanged himself in his studio in 

Montmartre, depressed over the poor reviews his exhibition had 

received.

Jules Pascin died aged 45. 
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Dušan Pašek

7 September 1960 – 15 March 1998 

Born in Bratislava, Slovakia, Dušan Pašek was a professional ice 

hockey forward who played 48 games in the National Hockey League 

for the Minnesota North Stars. He won a silver medal at the 1984 

Winter Olympics and represented Czechoslovakia at three Canada 

Cups, also winning a gold medal at the 1985 World Ice Hockey 

Championships.

After retirement Pašek became president of the Slovak Ice Hockey 

Federation and took a key role in assembling the Slovakian team who 

represented their country in the 1998 Winter Olympics. Expected to 

advance easily from the preliminary round, Slovakia failed to make 

the finals. 

One month later Pašek shot himself in the head whilst in his office at 

Slovan, Bratislava.  Pašek left six individual suicide notes, one for his 

wife, one for each of his three children, another for the Slovak Ice 

Hockey Federation and a final note for Slovan Bratislava officials. In 

these he apologized for killing himself and asked for understanding in 

his decision. Many thought his suicide was related to the Olympic 

failure, however, those closest to him believed he had suffered with 

depression for many years.

Dušan Pašek died aged 37.
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Cesare Pavese

9 September 1908 – 27 August 1950

Cesare Pavese was a post-war Italian poet and novelist. His major 

works include Il Compagno (1948), Tra Donne Sole (1948) and La Luna 

e i falò (1950). Pavese’s recurrent theme lies in an exploration of 

urban man’s search for permanence where he finds himself in 

continually changing situations.

After the Second World War Pavese joined the Italian Communist 

Party and worked on the party’s newspaper, L’Unità. Depression over 

the failure of a brief love affair with the actress Constance Dowling, 

to whom his last novel was dedicated, and political disillusion, led 

him to take his own life by an overdose of barbiturates in 1950. That 

year he won the Strega Prize for La Bella Estate.

Leslie Fiedler wrote of Pavese’s death “...for the Italians, his death 

has come to have a weight like that of Hart Crane for us, a meaning 

that penetrates back into his own work and functions as a symbol in 

the literature of an age.” The circumstances of his suicide, which 

took place in a hotel room, mimic the last scene from his penultimate 

book Tra Donne Sole. He was an atheist. 

Cesare Pavese died aged 41.
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Charlotte Perkins Gilman

3 July 1860 – 17 August 1935

Born in Hartford, Connecticut, Charlotte Perkins Gilman was an 

American feminist writer and sociologist. In 1884, she married the 

artist Charles Walter Stetson after initially declining his proposal. 

Their only child, Katharine, was born the following year. Gilman 

suffered a serious bout of post-natal depression in the months 

following the birth of Katherine and in 1894, divorced her husband. 

This was a rare occurrence in the late nineteenth century, but one 

she felt important for the improvement of her mental health. 

Gilman had gained international fame with the publication of Women 

and Economics in 1898, but she is perhaps best remembered for her 

short story The Yellow Wallpaper (1890). She is considered by many 

to be a utopian feminist who served as a role model for future 

generations of women because of her unorthodox concepts and 

lifestyle. 

In January 1932, Gilman was diagnosed with incurable breast cancer. 

An advocate of euthanasia for the terminally ill, Gilman committed 

suicide on 17 August 1935 by taking an overdose of chloroform. In 

both her autobiography and suicide note, she wrote that she “chose 

chloroform over cancer”. She died quickly and quietly.

Charlotte Perkins Gilman died aged 75.
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Sylvia Plath 

27 October 1932 – 11 February 1963 

Best known for her two collections of poetry, The Colossus and Other 

Poems and Ariel, in 1982 she became the first poet to win a Pulitzer 

Prize posthumously for The Collected Poems. Born in Massachusetts, 

Sylvia Plath suffered many bouts of depression and made her first 

suicide attempt in late August 1953 when she crawled under her 

family home and took her mother’s sleeping pills. 

On 16 June 1956 she married the poet Ted Hughes whilst staying in 

the UK. They moved to Boston in 1958 where Plath took an evening 

course in creative writing given by Robert Lowell which was also 

attended by Anne Sexton. Plath openly discussed her suicide 

attempts with Sexton who encouraged her to write from personal 

experience. In January 1963 Plath published The Bell Jar, a semi-

autobiographical novel, under the pen name Victoria Lucas. It was 

met with critical indifference. 

Plath died in London of carbon monoxide poisoning five months after 

she separated from Hughes. She was found in the kitchen of her 

home, with her head in the oven, having sealed the rooms between 

herself and her two sleeping children with wet towels.

Sylvia Plath died aged 30.
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Dana Plato

7 November 1964 – 8 May 1999

Known as an American child actress, Dana Plato appeared in over 100 

television commercials, performed in a number of film roles and 

played the part of Kimberly Drummond in the U.S. television sitcom 

Diff'rent Strokes.

After Diff'rent Strokes, Plato’s career declined, though she did gain 

roles in some independent movies. In 1991, after moving to Las 

Vegas, she took a job at a dry-cleaning store to help support herself. 

On 28 February, she entered a video store, produced a gun, and 

demanded the money from the cash register. Plato was caught, given 

five years’ probation and became part of a national debate over 

troubled child stars. 

Just before her death, she and her fiancé, 28-year-old Robert 

Menchaca, who by this time was managing her career, were living in 

a recreational vehicle in Navarre, Florida. During a trip to California 

the couple stopped at Menchaca’s mother’s home in Moore, 

Oklahoma, for a Mother’s Day visit. Plato went to lie down inside 

their RV which was parked just outside the house and took an 

overdose of Vanadom and Lortab. Her death was ruled a suicide 

under Oklahoma law.

Dana Plato died aged 34.
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Freddie Prinze 

22 June 1954 – 29 January 1977

American actor and stand-up comedian Freddie Prinze, who is the 

father of actor Freddie Prinze, Jr., gigged for several comedy clubs in 

New York City when he started out, including The Improv and Catch a 

Rising Star. 

During 1973, he made his first television appearance on one of the 

last episodes of The Jack Paar Show and in December of that year got 

his big break with an appearance on The Tonight Show Starring 

Johnny Carson. Prinze was the first young comedian to be asked to 

have a sit-down chat with Carson on his first appearance and he went 

on to guest host The Tonight Show on several subsequent occasions. 

From 1974 to 1977, Prinze starred as Francisco “Chico” Rodriguez in 

his own NBC TV series Chico and the Man.

Prinze suffered from depression, and on 28 January 1977, he shot 

himself in the head with a semi-automatic pistol after talking on the 

telephone with his estranged wife. Prinze’s life became a focal point 

of one of the storylines in the movie Fame. A few decades after his 

death, Prinze received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Freddie Prinze died aged 22.
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Jiang Qing

20 March 1914 – 14 May 1991

Jiang Qing was Mao Zedong’s last wife. Originally an actress, she 

went by the stage name Lan Ping and appeared in numerous films. 

She is sometimes referred to as Madame Mao for her time as 

Communist China’s first lady.

In the 1940s Jiang Qing served as Mao’s personal secretary and 

headed the Film Section of the CPC Propaganda Department in the 

1950s. Becoming a major figure in the Communist Party of China, 

Jiang Qing is also remembered for her role in forming the radical 

political alliance known as the “Gang of Four”. In 1966 she was 

appointed deputy director of the Central Cultural Revolution Group. 

When Mao died in 1976 Jiang Qing lost political support and was 

arrested, accused of being a counter-revolutionary. Sentenced to 

death in 1981, her sentence was commuted to life imprisonment. 

Whilst in prison, Jiang Qing was diagnosed with throat cancer, but 

refused an operation and was released on medical grounds in 1991. 

She was then admitted to hospital under the name Lǐ Rùnqīng, where 

she is alleged to have committed suicide on 14 May 1991 by hanging 

herself in a bathroom.

Jiang Qing died aged 77.
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Mark Rothko 

25 September 1903 – 25 February 1970

Russian born artist Mark Rothko is thought to be one of the most 

important painters in 20th century America and is perhaps best known 

for his Seagram paintings and the Rothko Chapel. An important 

influence on him was Friedrich Nietzsche’s The Birth of Tragedy. 

Nietzsche believed that Greek tragedy had the ability to redeem man 

from the terrors of mortal life. Despite his fame Rothko felt a sense 

of personal isolation and considered himself misunderstood as an 

artist. 

In the spring of 1968, Rothko was diagnosed with a mild aortic 

aneurysm. He and his wife Mell separated on New Year’s Day 1969, 

and Rothko moved into his studio. On 25 February 1970 Rothko sliced 

his arms with a razor. During an autopsy it was discovered he had also 

overdosed on anti-depressants. 

Red, a play based on Rothko’s life, opened at the Donmar Warehouse, 

London and moved to the John Golden Theater on Broadway in New 

York City in 2010. In November, 2005, Rothko’s 1953 oil on canvas 

painting, Homage to Matisse, broke the record selling price of any 

post-war painting at a public auction selling or US$ 22.5 million. 

Mark Rothko died aged 66.
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Junior Seau

19 January 1969 – 2 May 2012

Of Samoan descent, Tiaina Baul Seau Jr. was born in San Diego, 

California. After graduating from high school, he attended the 

University of Southern California where he played college football 

before going on to become a linebacker in the National Football 

League.

Seau entered the NFL draft after his junior season and was chosen in 

the first round of the 1990 NFL Draft by Bobby Beathard’s San Diego 

Chargers. Seau quickly became one of the Chargers most popular 

players, receiving the nickname of the “Tasmanian Devil”. He 

assisted his team to a championship appearance in Super Bowl XXIX.

Seau starred for 13 seasons for the Chargers before being traded to 

the Miami Dolphins, where he spent three years before moving for 

four final seasons with the New England Patriots. Seau retired from 

pro football in 2010. On 2 May 2012, Seau’s girlfriend found him dead 

with a gunshot wound to the chest at his home in Oceanside, 

California. The death was ruled a suicide by the San Diego County 

medical examiner’s office. Seau was inducted into the San Diego 

Chargers Hall of Fame on 27 November 2011. 

Junior Seau died aged 43.
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Anne Sexton 

9 November 1928 – 4 October 1974 

Born in Newton, Massachusetts, Anne Sexton was an American poet. 

She is best known for her highly personal, confessional verse and won 

the Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 1967.

The themes of Sexton’s poetry often focus around her suicidal 

tendencies, long battles against depression and various intimate 

details from her private life with her husband and children. She 

found early acclaim with her poetry with a number of her works being 

accepted for publication in The New Yorker, Harper’s Magazine and 

the Saturday Review. In 1958 she took the evening course in creative 

writing at Boston University which was given by Robert Lowell and 

which was attended by Sylvia Plath. There Sexton and Plath talked 

about suicide attempts and explored ideas of how one should write 

poetry from personal experience.

On returning home from a lunch with the poet Maxine Kumin, Sexton 

put on her mother’s old fur coat, removed all her rings, poured 

herself a glass of vodka, locked herself in her garage, and started her 

car’s engine, committing suicide by carbon monoxide poisoning. Her 

therapist Dr. Martin Orne had diagnosed her with bipolar disorder.

Anne Sexton died aged 45.
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Del Shannon

30 December 1934 – 8 February 1990

Del Shannon was born Charles Weedon Westover in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan. He grew up in Coopersville, a small town near Grand Rapids 

where he learned to play the ukulele and guitar and listened to 

country and western music. His first and biggest hit was Runaway, a 

worldwide success in 1961 which featured co-writer Max Crook`s 

Musitron solo, considered by many to be the first use of a synthesizer 

on a rock record. 

Other million sellers besides Runaway were Keep Searchin' (We`ll 

Follow the Sun) and Hats Off To Larry. Shannon’s career slowed in 

the 1970s with his last top 40 hit being a remake of Phil Phillips Sea 

Of Love in 1982, which was produced by Tom Petty and backed by 

The Heartbreakers. On 3 February 1990 Shannon appeared with Bobby 

Vee and the Crickets at the Civic Center in Fargo, North Dakota, in 

his last concert. 

Suffering from depression, Shannon shot himself with a .22 calibre 

rifle at his home on 8 February 1990, while taking a prescription dose 

of the anti-depressant drug Prozac. Shannon was inducted into the 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1999.

Del Shannon died aged 55.
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Anna Nicole Smith 

28 November 1967 – 8 February 2007 

American actress and model Anna Nicole Smith first gained popularity 

posing for Playboy where she became the 1993 Playmate of the Year. 

Smith went on to model for clothing companies Guess jeans and Lane 

Bryant and took a number of acting roles in TV and films including 

The Hudsucker Proxy (1994), Naked Gun 33⅓: The Final Insult (1994), 

Skyscraper (1997), Anna Nicole Smith: Exposed (1998), Wasabi Tuna

(2003) and Be Cool (2005).

Her highly publicized second marriage to oil business mogul J. 

Howard Marshall, who was 62 years her senior, caused speculation 

that she had married the octogenarian for his money, a rumor she 

denied. Following Marshall’s death, Smith began a lengthy legal 

battle over her claim for half of his US$1.6 billion estate; her case, 

Marshall v. Marshall, reached the U.S. Supreme Court on a question 

of federal jurisdiction. 

On 20 September 2006 Smith’s 20-year-old son, Daniel, died from a 

lethal combination of Zoloft, Lexapro and methadone. A few months 

later Smith herself died from an overdose while staying in room 607 

at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino in Hollywood, Florida.

Anna Nicole Smith died aged 39.
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Hunter S. Thompson 

18 July 1937 – 20 February 2005 

Hunter S. Thompson was an American journalist whose work was 

frequently published by Rolling Stone magazine. He is most famous 

for The Rum Diary (1998), Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas (1971) 

which was made into a film in 1998 starring Johnny Depp, and Fear 

and Loathing on the Campaign Trail '72 (1973). 

Cited as the creator of Gonzo journalism, a style of writing where 

reporters involve themselves in the action to such a degree that they 

become central figures of their own stories, the term Gonzo has since 

been applied to numerous other forms of highly subjective artistic 

expression. Thompson became well known for his lifelong use of 

alcohol, marijuana, LSD, mescaline, and cocaine (among other 

substances), a love of firearms and an inveterate hatred of President 

Richard Nixon.

Thompson died at his “fortified compound” known as “Owl Farm” in 

Woody Creek, Colorado, at 5:42 p.m. on 20 February 2005, from a 

self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head. The fatal gunshot was fired 

from a Smith & Wesson Model 645 handgun and followed a bout of 

health problems he had been suffering.

Hunter S. Thompson died aged 67.
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Li Tobler

1948 – 19 May 1975

The Swiss stage actress Li Tobler is perhaps best known as the life 

partner of the artist H. R. Giger. She modelled for several of his 

works, most notably his Li paintings.

In 1969, Tobler became a cast member of the Stadtheater of St. 

Gallen and in 1974 decided to leave acting as well as her relationship 

with Giger, opting instead to move to San Francisco with her new 

American boyfriend. However, after 30 days she returned to Zürich, 

claiming to be disappointed over her time in the United States and 

she resumed her relationship with Geiger.

Following her return, Tobler become heavily depressed, gradually 

dissolving into complete apathy. She started contemplating suicide 

until her friend, Jörg Stummer, advised her to open an art gallery as 

a means of finding a new direction and energy with her life. Her 

gallery represented several contemporary artists including Manon, 

Walter Pfeiffer and Jürgen Klauke. At her last exhibition, entitled 

Schuhwerke, guests were invited to appear wearing bizarre shoe 

creations. Despite Tobler’s initial enthusiasm with the gallery, she 

fell into further depression and committed suicide by shooting herself 

with a revolver.

Li Tobler died aged 27.
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Miyu Uehara

2 May 1987 – 12 May 2011

Born on the island of Tanegashima in Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan, 

Miyu Uehara was the youngest of 10 children. She attended high 

school in Kagoshima for a brief time before dropping out. At the age 

of 17 she moved to Tokyo and began working as a hostess in a club 

where she was “discovered”. 

Because of her poor background she became known as a “poverty 

idol” and in July 2009 after featuring on the cover of the Weekly 

Playboy magazine, she released her first photo book, Hare Tokidoki 

Namida (Fair, then Occasional Tears). By the time of her death Miyu 

Uehara had appeared in 445 television programs and in two television 

commercials. 

Uehara died at her apartment in Meguro, Tokyo, early on 12 May 2011 

after apparently committing suicide by hanging. Police reported that 

no suicide note was found but there were some illegible messages. 

Two days before she passed away she had posted a blog entry, “I 

hated the sky today. In reality, I can’t “do” love. I used to always be 

in a relationship, but I’m losing my understanding of how to love or 

to have a romance.”

Miyu Uehara died aged 24.
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Hans van Tongeren

18 January 1955 – 25 August 1982

Dutch film actor, Hans van Tongeren made his screen debut in the 

1980 Paul Verhoeven movie Spetters.

Van Tongeren was born in Breda and was recommended for the role 

of “Rien” in Spetters by the casting-director Hans Kemna. The 

character of “Rien” is that of a motocross rider who becomes 

paralyzed following an accident, after which he decides to commit 

suicide. As a result of the success of Spetters van Tongeren was cast 

in further roles in a number of Dutch movies which included De 

Smaak Van Water (1982) and Het Oponthoud (1982).

In 1982 he also starred in the American movie Summer Lovers

alongside Peter Gallagher and Daryl Hannah. Van Tongeren was 

admitted to mental hospitals several times, which, according to the 

Dutch media was down to his having identified too much with the 

characters he played in his film roles. On 25 August 1982 he 

committed suicide, just after having been cast in a Nouchka van 

Brakel film after the novel Van de koele meren des doods by Frederik 

van Eeden, where he would again have played a person committing 

suicide.

Hans van Tongeren died aged 27.
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Lupe Vélez

18 July 1908 – 14 December 1944

The Mexican film actress Lupe Vélez began her career as a dancer 

before moving to California where she became one of the first 

Mexican actresses to succeed in Hollywood.

After her debut in the short film Sailors, Beware!, Vélez’s first 

feature-length film appearance was in The Gaucho (1927) starring 

Douglas Fairbanks. Her second major film, Stand and Deliver (1928), 

in which she played a Greek peasant girl was followed by Lady of the 

Pavements (1929). She later appeared in The Wolf Song (1929) 

opposite Gary Cooper. Vélez was a popular actress, yet RKO Pictures 

did not renew her contract in 1934 after which she worked from 

studio to studio.

Vélez married the Tarzan actor Johnny Weissmuller, but after five 

years they divorced. She then fell pregnant by the young actor Harald 

Mares. Apparently shamed by her pregnancy she took an overdose of 

sleeping pills. According to newspaper accounts, her body was found 

by her secretary and companion of ten years, Beulah Kinder. She was 

found lying on her bed surrounded by flowers. Lupe Vélez has a star 

in the Hollywood Walk of Fame for her contributions to the motion 

picture industry.

Lupe Vélez died aged 36.
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Sid Vicious

10 May 1957 – 2 February 1979 

Born John Simon Ritchie, Sid Vicious was the English bassist for the 

punk band The Sex Pistols. Vicious first performed publicly with the 

group on 3 April 1977 at The Screen On The Green, in London. His 

debut was filmed by Don Letts and appears in Punk Rock Movie

(1977).

Whilst on tour in the U.S. in January 1978, he carved the words 

“Gimme a fix” into his chest and spat into the crowd, mocking the 

“Cowboys” during a concert at the Longhorn Ballroom. The group 

deteriorated and split in San Francisco after performing at the 

Winterland Ballroom on 14 January 1978.

On 12 October 1978, Vicious claimed to have woken from a drugged 

haze to find his girlfriend, Nancy Spungen, dead on the bathroom 

floor of their room in the Hotel Chelsea in Manhattan. She had 

suffered a single stab wound to her abdomen. Ten days later Vicious 

attempted suicide by slitting his wrist and was sent to Bellevue 

Hospital. He died of a heroin overdose on 2 February 1979. Following 

Vicious’ cremation, his mother found a suicide note in the pocket of 

his jacket. 

Sid Vicious died aged 21.
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Juhan Viiding

1 June 1948 – 21 February 1995

Often known under the pseudonym of Jüri Üdi, Juhan Viiding was an 

Estonian poet and actor. Born in Tallinn his father Paul was also a 

well-known poet in Estonia, having been a part of the influential 

group of eight poets who rose to prominence before the outbreak of 

World War II and who went by the name Arbujad.

After he graduated from the Tallinn Conservatoire in 1972, Juhan 

Viiding worked in Tallinn’s National Drama Theatre, later moving on 

to work at the Estonian Drama Theatre. As well as acting in several 

important roles such as Peer Gynt and Hamlet, Viiding wrote film 

scripts and staged plays. Writing under his pseudonym Jüri Üdi, 

Viiding became widely acknowledged after his appearance in a 

volume with three previously unpublished poets, titled Närvitrükk

(1971). More publications followed including Ma olin Jüri Üdi (I was 

Jüri Üdi) (1978). His work became characterized by paradoxical 

formulations such as “anti-poetry” and “sacred irony” with critics 

agreeing that his poetry focused on the shifting of masks and the 

roles people play.

On 21 February 1995 Juhan Viiding committed suicide by cutting open 

his wrists.

Juhan Viiding died aged 46.
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Hervé Villechaize

23 April 1943 – 4 September 1993

The French actor Hervé Villechaize achieved worldwide recognition 

for his role as “Tattoo”, in the television series Fantasy Island (1978–

1984). He was also well known for playing “Nick Nack” in the James 

Bond film The Man with the Golden Gun (1974).

His first movie appearance was in Chappaqua (1966) which was 

followed by several films including Oliver Stone’s first film, Seizure 

(1974) and Airplane II: The Sequel (1982). In addition to acting 

Villechaize became a member of a movement in California that dealt 

with child abuse, often visiting crime scenes to help comfort abuse 

victims. His former co-workers recalled that, despite his limited 

height, he would often confront child abusers directly. 

Though popular with the public, Villechaize was felt to be a difficult 

actor to work with on Fantasy Island, where he quarrelled with the 

producers and was eventually fired after demanding a salary 

increase. Villechaize never recovered from losing his job and sunk 

into an alcoholic depression. In the early hours of 4 September 1993, 

Villechaize shot himself at his home. He left a suicide note saying 

that he was despondent over long-time health problems. 

Hervé Villechaize died aged 50.
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Dorrit Weixler

27 March 1892 – 30 November 1916

A famous silent movie actress in the early 20th century, Dorrit 

Weixler is best remembered for her comedic roles in German films of 

the First World War era.

Her initial appearances in silent film shorts for the director Alwin 

Neuß were followed with a successful collaboration with film director 

Franz Hofer at Luna Film. Hofer cast Weixler in a number of 

comedies which presented her as a temperamental yet endearing 

teenager and she often appeared as a love interest opposite the 

popular German matinee idol Bruno Kastner. 

In 1915 she moved to Oliver Film and starred in movies such as 

Dorrit’s Chauffeur (1915), Dorrit’s Eheglück (1916) and Dorrit 

bekommt ‘ne Lebensstellung (1916). At the end of May 1916, Weixler 

appeared at a theatre in Nollendorfplatz as part of a “Dorrit Weixler 

Week”. It was Weixler’s first time performing live and she 

entertained with comedy sketches and dancing. Weixler collapsed on 

stage and the show was forced to close. Later that year Weixler was 

given morphine, which she became addicted to. She was placed in a 

sanatorium in Berlin and on 30 November 1916, she committed 

suicide by hanging herself.

Dorrit Weixler died aged 24.
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Assia Wevill

15 May 1927 – 23 March 1969 

German-born Assia Wevill was a refugee from Nazi Germany who 

went to live in Palestine and later moved to Britain. She was 

linguistically gifted and an aspiring poet who published an English 

translation of the work of the Israeli poet Yehuda Amichai under her 

maiden name Assia Gutmann.

She is perhaps best remembered though for her relationship with the 

poet Ted Hughes. Wevill was pregnant with Hughes’ child at the time 

of Sylvia Plath’s suicide, following which Hughes moved Wevill into 

the home in Devon he had bought with Plath. Here Wevill helped to 

care for Hughes’ and Plath’s two children, though Wevill was 

reportedly haunted by Plath’s memory.

Ostracized by Hughes’s friends and family and over shadowed by the 

figure of Plath, Wevill became anxious about Hughes’s infidelity 

following his affairs with Brenda Hedden and Carol Orchard. On 23 

March 1969, Wevill gassed herself and their four-year-old daughter 

Shura in their London home. She had sealed the kitchen door and 

window, taken sleeping pills dissolved in a glass of water and turned 

on the gas stove. She and Shura were found lying together on a 

mattress.

Assia Wevill died aged 41.
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Rozz Williams

6 November 1963 – 1 April 1998

American vocalist and musician Rozz Williams was born Roger Alan 

Painter, in Pomona, Southern California. His parents were both 

Southern Baptists and as a teenager he had found the name Rozz 

Williams on a gravestone in his favourite cemetery and decided to use 

it as his own. Williams had an interest in painting and making collages 

and he recorded several solo albums.

He was most famous for fronting the band Christian Death which was 

formed in October 1979. The name Christian Death was a corruption 

of the fashion designer Christian Dior’s name. Later, Williams formed 

the group Shadow Project with the musician Eva O, which went on a 

tour of America in the summer of 1993. The main venture which 

would preoccupy him throughout his career though was the 

experimental industrial music project Premature Ejaculation. He is 

also cited by some as a pioneer of the American Gothic and deathrock 

scenes.

Having suffered with drug and alcohol problems Williams hanged 

himself in his West Hollywood apartment. His body was discovered by 

Ryan Wildstar, his friend and roommate of seven years. No suicide 

note was found.

Rozz Williams died aged 34.
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Wendy O. Williams

28 May 1949 – 6 April 1998

Wendy O. Williams was the lead singer of the American punk band 

the “Plasmatics”. She also recorded as a solo artist. Her stage 

theatrics were designed to shock and included blowing up equipment, 

near nudity and chain-sawing guitars.

Titled “The Queen of Shock Rock,” Williams was considered the most 

controversial female singer of her day. During the height of her 

popularity as a solo artist, Williams was nominated in 1985 for a 

Grammy in the Best Female Rock Vocal Performance category.

In 1991, Williams retired from the music scene and moved to Storrs, 

Connecticut, where she lived with her long-time partner Rod Swenson 

and worked as an animal rehabilitator and at a food co-op. Her first 

attempted suicide was in 1993 when she hammered a knife into her 

chest; the knife lodged in her sternum and she changed her mind, 

calling Swenson to take her to hospital. She attempted suicide again 

in 1997 with an overdose of ephedrine. Williams died on 6 April 1998 

of a self-inflicted gunshot wound in a wood near her home. Swenson 

reportedly described her as “despondent” at the time of her death. 

Wendy O. Williams died aged 48.
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De’Angelo Wilson

29 March 1979 – 26 November 2008

An American film and television actor and hip-hop artist, De’Angelo 

Wilson attended Kent State University, Ohio, where he studied 

acting. Regarded as a local hero in his home town of Dayton, Wilson 

was awarded the keys to the city and had a day named after him in 

2002. This was for his inspiration to others in overcoming the 

obstacles of early poverty and a childhood in the foster care system 

in order to pursue and succeed in his dream of acting.

Wilson appeared in four films including as “DJ Iz” in 8 Mile (2002) and 

as “Jesse Age 19” in Antwone Fisher (2002), “D.D.” in The Salon 

(2005) as “Julius” in Mercy Street (2006). He also appeared in two TV 

programmes, The Shield and CSI:NY.

Wilson was found hanged in the back room of a commercial building 

in Los Angeles, California and his death was ruled a suicide. His 

mother, Debra, said that her son had become depressed as he felt his 

career as an actor was failing. He had not worked in over 2 years. 

Wilson’s friends paid to have his body sent back to Ohio for burial.

De’Angelo Wilson died aged 29.
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Amy Winehouse 

14 September 1983 – 23 July 2011 

British singer/songwriter Amy Winehouse received six Grammy Award 

nominations and achieved five wins, for her 2006 album, Back to 

Black. She won the Ivor Novello Award three times, for Stronger than 

Me (2004), Rehab (2007) and Love is a Losing Game (2008).

On 18 May 2007 she married Blake Fielder-Civil. Winehouse admitted 

she could be violent toward him after she had been drinking, and in 

August 2007, they were photographed, bloodied and bruised in 

London after an alleged fight. Winehouse’s parents and in-laws 

publicly reported their concerns, citing fears that the two might 

commit suicide, with Fielder-Civil’s father encouraging fans to 

boycott her music. Fielder-Civil was also quoted in a British 

newspaper that he had introduced her to crack cocaine and heroin. In 

2009 Winehouse obtained an injunction against a leading paparazzi 

agency (Big Pictures) under the Protection from Harassment Act 1997, 

an action which she took out of concern for her safety and those 

close to her.

Whilst Winehouse’s cause of death remains unexplained, her father 

said that traces of Librium in her system led him to believe she died 

of a detox seizure. 

Amy Winehouse died aged 27.
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Sheree Winton

4 November 1935 – 29 May 1976

Often referred to as “the English Jayne Mansfield”, Sheree Winton 

was born Sheree Patrick in Sheffield, Yorkshire.  

A successful film and TV actress in her day, her numerous movie 

appearances include First Man Into Space (1959), The Devil’s Disciple

(1959), The Road to Hong Kong (1962) and Rhubarb (1969), with TV 

appearances in The Schirmer Inheritance (1957), Love Story (1963), 

Espionage (1963) HMS Paradise (1964) and  Frankie Howerd (1966). 

Though it is perhaps for her role as “Joyce” in Dentist in the chair

(1960) alongside the British comedian Bob Monkhouse for which she is 

best remembered. She is also the mother of the British TV presenter 

Dale Winton who was born in 1955. Winton’s father, Gary, died on 

the day of his bar mitzvah when he was 13 years old, leaving Shree, a 

mother whom he adored, to bring him up alone. In 1969 Sheree 

married the restaurant owner Norman Isow.

After a lifelong battle with clinical depression Sheree Winton 

committed suicide at her family home in Hatch End, Middlesex, by 

drug overdose. Following her cremation at Golders Green, her ashes 

were buried in the Southern Garden-D.

Sheree Winton died aged 40.
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Seung-yeon Woo

24 May 1983 – 27 April 2009

A South Korean model and actress, Seung-yeon Woo began her career 

as a fashion model in magazine and television commercials. She was 

affiliated with the management agency Yedang Entertainment in 

2008, but switched to Oracle Entertainment in February 2009.

Seung-yeon Woo appeared in minor roles in the films Herb (2007) and 

Private Eye (2009). She had been undergoing treatment for 

depression, having suffered severe stress following a number of failed 

auditions. At the time of her death, she was on a leave of absence 

from Chung-Ang University where she was reading French language 

and literature. She was scheduled to resume her studies in the Fall.  

On 28 April 2009, Woo was found hanged at her home in Jamsil-dong, 

Seoul, in an apparent suicide. Her body was discovered at 7:40 pm by 

her roommate. Prior to her death, Woo sent a text message to her 

sister saying “I'm sorry”, and left a note in her diary that read, “I love 

my family. I am so sorry to leave early.” Police believe that 

depression over her situation and fear of the future led to her 

suicide.

Seung-yeon Woo died aged 25.
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Christopher Wood

7 April 1901 – 21 August 1930

Also known as Kit Wood, Christopher was an English painter born in 

Knowsley, near Liverpool. The 1938 Venice Biennale included some of 

his paintings and later the Redfern Gallery compiled a major 

retrospective as part of the Neo-Romantic movement.

Wood became a member of both the London Group and the Seven and 

Five Society, meeting and becoming good friends with the artists Ben 

and Winifred Nicholson. The Nicholson’s support of his work had a 

great influence on him and they subsequently painted together in 

Northumberland and Cornwall. By 1930, Wood had become addicted 

to opium and that May he had a largely unsuccessful joint exhibition 

with Ben Nicholson at the Georges Bernheim Gallery in Paris. He was 

then offered a one-man show at the London based Wertheim Gallery 

for October. 

Painting frenetically in preparation for his Wertheim exhibition, 

Wood suffered paranoia and began carrying a revolver. On 21 August 

he travelled to meet his mother and sister for lunch at The County 

Hotel in Salisbury to show them a selection of his latest paintings. 

After saying goodbye he jumped under a train at Salisbury railway 

station.

Christopher Wood died aged 29.
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Francesca Woodman

3 April 1958 – 19 January 1981

Francesca Woodman was an American photographer who is best 

known for the black and white pictures she shot of herself and a 

selection of female models. Many of her images show young women 

who are nude, blurred due to movement and long exposure times, or 

who are merging with their surroundings.

Woodman committed suicide by jumping out a loft window in New 

York. Her father has suggested her suicide was related to an 

unsuccessful application for funding from the National Endowment 

for the Arts, while an acquaintance wrote, “things had been bad, 

there had been therapy, things had gotten better, guard had been let 

down.”

Woodman created at least 10,000 negatives, which are managed by 

Woodman’s parents and represented by the Marian Goodman Gallery 

in New York. By 2006 around 800 prints had been made of which 120 

images had been published. Since her death her work has been the 

subject of many solo exhibitions, most notably at the Fondation 

Cartier pour l’art contemporain, Paris, France, Kunsthal, Rotterdam, 

The Netherlands, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, 

CA; and the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York.

Francesca Woodman died aged 22.
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Ann Woodward

12 December 1915 – 9 October 1975

American socialite Ann Woodward grew up in Kansas and moved to 

New York City in 1941 to pursue a career in modelling and acting. 

Whilst working as a showgirl in a New York City nightclub she met 

William Woodward Sr., heir to the Hanover National Bank and Belair 

Farm in Maryland. She was soon courted by Billy Woodward, William’s 

young son.

Ann married Billy Woodward in 1943 and entered high society where 

she became a skilled socialite. The couple had two sons, William and 

James. Billy asked for a divorce in 1947, but Ann refused, unwilling to 

give up her wealth and social status. In the fall of 1955, a string of 

burglaries occurred in the Woodwards’ neighborhood and later, 

claiming that she’d heard a burglar in their home, she shot and killed 

her husband, firing her shotgun at him twice. Following Billy’s death, 

the door to society closed shut for Ann.

She committed suicide by taking a cyanide pill, after Truman Capote 

published a thinly veiled account of the Woodwards’ story, Answered 

Prayers (1975). Both of her sons would also eventually commit 

suicide.

Ann Woodward died aged 59.
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Virginia Woolf 

25 January 1882 – 28 March 1941

British writer Virginia Woolf was a member of the London based 

Bloomsbury Group. Her works include the novels Mrs. Dalloway

(1925), To the Lighthouse (1927) and Orlando (1928) whilst her most 

famous piece of writing is the essay A Room of One’s Own (1929).

Virginia married the left-wing political journalist and editor Leonard 

Woolf on 10 August 1912. They founded the Hogarth Press together in 

1917 and published works by authors such as T. S. Eliot and Katherine 

Mansfield. At the outbreak of the Second World War the Woolf’s were 

living near the village of Rodmell in Lewes, Sussex. In 1940 they 

learnt that their London home had been destroyed and as fear of a 

German invasion grew, Leonard’s Jewish heritage caused them to 

make a suicide pact. Leonard was ever vigilant to his wife’s 

depressive episodes, but failed to realise that her final “down” would 

be her last.

On the day of her death, Woolf put on her overcoat, filled its pockets 

with stones, and walked into the river Ouse near her home and 

drowned herself. Her body was found the following month.

Virginia Woolf died aged 59.
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Barbara Yung

7 May 1959 – 14 May 1985

Barbara Yung was a Chinese television actress in Hong Kong during 

the early 1980s. 

In 1982 she entered the Miss Hong Kong pageant and was awarded 9th 

place. Following the contest she was offered an acting contract by 

the Hong Kong TV company TVB. She made her acting debut for TVB 

that same year in the Cantonese Wuxia series Sup Sam Mui, also 

known as The Legend of the Unknowns which was set in the Qing 

Dynasty period. Although Yung played a relatively small role in the 

drama, she gained enough attention to be cast in a new series The 

Legend of the Condor Heroes, a show that would made her a 

household name in Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, 

Thailand and Vietnam.

She was found unconscious due to gas inhalation in her apartment on 

Broadcast Drive, Kowloon in the morning of 14 May 1985. According to 

her friend, the actor Stephen Chow Sai-lung, Yung had called him on 

the night of 13 May. Chow believed that she was troubled by her 

broken relationship with fellow TVB actor Ken Tong. Her ashes were 

laid to rest in Cambridge, England.

Barbara Yung died aged 26.
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